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COMMENTARY, EDITORIAL OPINION, & RESPONSE 
DENNIS VANSTAALDUINEN--EDITOR | 


I Samp Potato! 


Dennis Van Staalduinen--editor 


In Which the Editor Gripes a Lit- 
tle But Ends on a Hopeful Note 


I've spent the last few months trying to encourage 
openness and full participation in the process of 
selecting a new president, so I suppose I ought to 
admit this in public: I’m disappointed that Elaine 
Botha is not going to be our president next year 

There. I've purged myself, said that which was 
supposed to remain unsaid, defied my tendency to- 
ward a stiff-upper-lip attitude, and spoken my mind 
Elaine Botha has gone back to South Africa and in 
that, I think the college has lost a great opportu- 
nity. So I’m sad about it 

Please don’t misunderstand me. I'm not angry 
I'm not going to run down any hallways scream- 
ing. Nor will I rip up posters with Justin Cooper's 
face on them as some did (and shame on them for 
it). Justin Cooper will be an excellent president 
and will lead Redeemer College strongly and ably 
into the next millennium, and I can bear him no ill 
will just because my idea of what is best for Re- 
deemer College doesn’t happen to mesh with that 
of the Board of Governors. That would be nothing 
more than sour grapes. Nor can I be angry with 
the Board of Governors. Their decision was made 
with prayer and careful consideration of both can- 
didates, as well as a careful consideration of the 
recommendations made by each of the interview- 
ing committees. And now that the decision has 
been made, it would be irresponsible to spend the 
next few years looking back over our shoulders and 
sighing about paths not taken. Dr. Cooper's presi- 
dency will be defined by the good he does for the 
College, not by the fact that he isn't someone else 

So why say anything at all? Why should I use 
the platform provided by my position as CROWN 
editor to say that I would have liked to have seen 
Elaine Botha in the big chair next year? Why not 
just smile and be encouraging? First of all it would 
be dishonest. Second, because it's dishonest, it 
wouldn't be helpful to Dr. Cooper or anyone. Third, 
because this is a small community and hidden feel- 
ings have a way of manifesting themselves in nasty 
ways, hiding disappointment now could lead to trou- 
ble down the road. If we don't allow ourselves 
some honest disappointment, we'll leave ourselves 
open to unhealthy, destructive bitterness. Besides, 
the most common thing I heard during the whole 
process was "we need something new around here.” 
Justin Cooper is brand new. Wouldn't it be great if 
we could also open a new era of honesty and open- 
ness in the way we relate to each other? 


Here's a wish-list of the sorts of things I'd like to 
see under the new president (for what it's worth) 


© are-evaluation of the status and structure of the 
Board of Governors. Why are Redeemer's policy, 
personnel, and property ultimately in the hands 
of a group of people who rely on second-hand 
information for their knowledge of what goes on 
here? The group involved with founding Re- 
deemer and which most directly shapes the ongo- 
ing character of the place—the faculty—has no rep 
resentation, there's no student representation, and 
only one alumnus on the Board. Is that right? 

® a bill-of-rights-type document for students, fac- 
ulty, and staff to complement the statement of 
Christian Lifestyle. Establishing rules without 
also establishing rights is a dangerous practice. 

© a statement officially eschewing patronizing 
attitudes toward the student body. Community 
should be based on respect, not condescension 

© a commitment to the concept of Independent 
Housing. Independent housing is independent, 
low-cost housing for married and senior students 
which should always be considered off-campus 
housing, not dorms 

% an Ombudsman. Student memories are short, 
and our energy limited. There ought to be a per- 
manent staff member in charge of hearing stu- 
dent's complaints and acting on their behalf 


We are already getting a chaplain (Michael 
Goheen), a new Dooyeweerd centre (under Daniel 
Strauss), and there is a firm commitment to a man- 
datory worldview course, so some of my fondest 
wishes are already coming true. Next year will be 
an exciting one for Redeemer College 

So my present disappointment aside: I wish God- 
speed to you Dr. Cooper 
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Tearing up the 
President’s Signs: 
an Immature Act 
Dear Editor, 


Recently, signs were posted on several 
bulletin boards which invited students to 
welcome and congratulate our new 
president. Someone pulled these post- 
ers off the bulletin boards and left them 
lying in shreds on the floor. 

To that person: thank you. 


Editorial Staff: 

Editor: Dennis Van Staalduinen 
Assistant Editor: Alison Gresik 

Copy Editor: Jen Westerhoff 

Layout Editor: Jim Krale 

Business Manager: Steven Van Hoffen 
Body Editors: Rich Zekveld and Brian 
(Howie) Aukema 

Mind Editor: Editor needed 

Soul Editor: WD Bird 

Muse Editor: Shelley Hogeveen 
Muscle Editors: Ralph Pot and Eric 
Lammers 

Printers: New Concept Printers 

Staff Advisor: Professor Allan Brown 
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Cartoon by Alicia Keesman 


Your behavior: 

1) made a mess for someone else to 
clean up. 

2) encroached on other students’ right to 
read the invitation and know when and 
where they can welcome Justin Cooper 
to his new position. 

3) demonstrated immaturity and a lack 
of integrity. 

4) was rude and demeaning. 

5) is unacceptable behavior in a Chris- 
tian community of mature adults. 

Thanks for showing your true colours. 

Elsie Korvemaker 


Advertising rates avalable upon request. 
For more information, contact: 


The CROWN 
c/o Redeemer College 
777 Highway #53, East 
Ancaster, ON 
LOK 134 
(905) 648-2131 
The CROWN is published 12 times per 
academic year. It is funded by advertising 
and by the students of Redeemer College. 


You may contact the editor by calling (905) 
648-6871. 


LETTER TO THE 
COLLEGE FROM 
Dr. ELAINE BoTHA 


Dear Editor, 

My path first crossed that of the Re- 
deemer College community in 1991 
when I was priviledged to spend six 
months doing research with a team at 
the Pascal Centre. As an outsider at the 
time, I had an opportunity to have a 
good look at and experience the Re- 
deemer community at close range. | 
liked the experience, I loved the people 
(still love them), and was quite envious 
of the solid community spirit present in 
spite of difficult and traumatic experi- 
ences. 

During the last couple of months 
my personal hopes, ambitions, ideals, 
and vision became intimately connected 
with those of the college. Hardly a day 
passed that I did not think or pray about 
Redeemer College. The fact that my 
anticipated involvement with the college 
did not work out is something I will 
have to learn to live with. But this 
changes nothing in my warm feeling of 
admiration for a college community that 
has the courage to explicitly state its 
confessional position and to sacrifice in 
order to live up to its vision. I com- 
mend you all for this and would like to 
extend my genuine congratulations to 
Dr. Justin Cooper on becoming the sec- 
ond president of Redeemer College. 

It is inevitable that there will be 
those who supported his appointment 
as president and others who did not. In 
any democratic and open society this is 
always the case. What makes a Chris- 
tian community different is that it has 
the responsibility to critically support 
whoever has been called to a position of 
leadership, whether it is one's choice or 
not. I therefore commend the Re- 
deemer community to live up to its vi- 
sion of being a scholarly community 
that will give a practical shape to the 
Christian understanding of solidarity, 
affirmation, and love. This is a pre- 
cious gift that you have to nurture. 

May God bless Redeemer College, 
its new president, and the faithful peo- 
ple who support it. 


Shalom, 


M.Elaine Botha 
Potchefstroom, South Africa 


Letters to the editor may be mailed to 
the preceding address, mailed on campus 
via Redeemer’s inter-campus mail system 
(ICM) or submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251. 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space 
permits. All submissions must be signed. 

Submissions for the next issue must be 
received by: Thursday, March 10, at 6 
p.m. 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community. 


The following people are CROWN staff members. A staff member is someone who has contributed to three or more issues of the CROWN. 
* Elaine Adema, J.D. Alkema, Stephen Altena, Wendy Baxter, Jen Bettings, Michael Brinkman, Brad Cuzen, Shawn de Raaf, Al 
Groombridge, Grace Haveman, Carl Jagt, David Geoffrey Koudys, Ray Kuyvenhoven, Peter Moelker, Diana Mostert, Rebecca Neutel, 
Winston Neutel, Dan Reilly, Lara Schat, lan Timmerman, Peter Ton, Rob Vrieling, Tammee Watson, Sara Weber * 


INTERVIEW: Dr. JUSTIN CooPER 


THE CROWN INTERVIEWS THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF REDEEMER COLLEGE 


interviewer: Dennis VanStaalduinen 

DVS: So you're going to be president of Re- 
deemer College. How does that feel? 

JCooper: | think the overriding feeling is one of 
excitement— it energizes me. 

DVS: You just found out on Saturday, so this is 
still new information to you. Are you grow- 
ing into it? 

JCooper: That's right. You incline yourself to- 
ward a day like that and you know that it’s in 
the Lord’s hands and could go either way, so 
you prepare yourself both ways. It certainly 
takes a while for the reality of it to sink in. 
You sense that it’s a 
large challenge, so part 
of you says “This is 
daunting; this is big.” 
That hits you too. 
Then you say, "The 
Lord doesn’t call you 
without also equipping 
you with what you 
need for the task.” Then 
you say, “Hey, it'll be 
fine. When it’s there, 
you'll be ready for it.” 
But really the overrid- 
ing thing is excitement 
I’ve thought a lot about 
it, and I’m really thankful for the opportunity 
to take up the task.and to carry out some of 
the things that I see are possible for Redeemer 
College. I’m excited about this place. 

DVS: It’s been a long, gruelling process of elimi- 
nation. When | spoke to you afler some of the 


initial interviews, you and the other candidates | 


seemed to be saying that it was a difficult proc- 
ess but a fair one. How do you feel about that 
process now? 

JCooper: Well, when you talk about process, | 
could think about length, | could also think 
about [the point when] we were off the launch- 
ing pad and had our four candidates. From 
then on, | think things began to come together: 
they had a definite timeline, they made a de- 
termination of the four {candidates}; and the 
wait over the Christmas holidays wasn’t un- 
reasonable. | think the January exercise was a 
gruelling one. We made some jokes together, 
the four of us when we had some tea in the 
afternoon, that the real point of the day was to 
see who was left standing at the end of the day 
and that's who would get it. It wasn’t the 
answers; it was the stamina. And four times 
an hour and a half in one day certainly takes a 
lot out of you, You feel hollow at the end of it. 
But | must say that | enjoyed each one of 
those interviews, and that I have a great deal of 
appreciation for the way that cach one of them 
was conducted. The people involved took 
them seriously and asked 
good questions, and I found 
it enjoyable just to interact 
with the different people 
who are Redeemer College, 
The process. . , allowed good 
exposure and a variety of 
points of view to be ex- 
pressed. I was very thank- 
ful that it was no longer than 
a month to the final Board 
meeting. They couldn't have 
done itany differently, or any 
more quickly, and the Board 
interviews also were fair and 
they asked good questions. 
| enjoyed that exchange as well 

DVS: Has this had any effect on your other work? 

J Cooper: | think so. 

DVS: Have you been thinking about it constantly? 
| think | would, 

JCooper: Yes, and in a way I've gone from pres- 
Sure lO pressure because there was the pres- 
sure of the “What if?” and now there is the 
pressure of the definite, the pressure of transi- 
lion perhaps. Obviously if I had been an un- 
successful candidate then there would have been 
the disappointment and the getting back to 
work here and there wouldn't have been any 
immediate pressure. But my real feeling, and | 
expressed this to a number of people, was that 
the Lord was preparing me for a change, and 


| JCooper 


so | felt, "Okay Lord, if you close this door, 
I'll be looking for some other doors to open," 
and I really didn’t feel like | was going to stay 
in [the office of vice president. | 

I felt it was time for change--that it would be 
good for Redeemer College to have someone 
else in this office, regardless of the outcome of 
the process. 


DVS: That process [of looking for a vice-presi- 


dent academic] will be begin soon? 


JCooper: Close to it; we need to consult a little 


bit about how to go about that. It’s a little late 
in the day, I feel, fora full-blown search at this 
time, but it could be that we'll do something 
on an interim basis for a year, 
and then do a more full-blown 
search in the fall. However, 
that hasn't been determined 
yet 
DVS: For you it’s a rather short 
hop from here to the Presi- 
dent's office, but of course 
3 Elaine Botha, the other final- 
*< ist, was coming from entirely 
& outside. Can you reflect at all 
& on some of the pressures there? 
= 1 know one of the issues that 
& kept getting raised again and 
again in the CROWN as well 
as in the hallways and everywhere was the 
“new face” issue and the feeling that you were 
tied to the old and she was the new and some- 
how we've gone with the status quo in choos- 
ing you. Can you address that issue? 
Yes. I would try to, Of course, it's 
the old face talking, so | may have some blind 
sides; that’s for you to judge. To the extent 
that I’ve had to build the college's academic 
program to the place where it is now, then 
there'll be a certain amount of continuity, My 
vision for what the academic enterprise should 
be isn't going to be that different, although | 
want to be very careful to give whoever occu- 
pies the academic vice-president 's office some 
room to develop. On the other hand | was also 
just getting some new ideas myself that | 
haven't had a chance to implement, which I 
think the faculty is excited about. So there 
will be continuity, but | don't want to exagger- 
ate thal continuity 
I'll give you a couple of examples. As a 
faculty, we have just talked about the need for 
some kind of a course on a reformed Christian 
approach to learning. That's new, people are 
excited about that, and that's going to come in 
the fall, I suppose with a different president it 
might have been associated with her regime so 
to speak, but it really grows out of some brain- 
storming that we have done. We've also talked 
about the fact that we have to make good in 
different courses on this 
Christian perspective 
rhetoric, and one way to 
do that is to bring people 
in, say division by divi- 
sion on a rotating basis-- 
people from outside who 
will help stimulate our 
faculty to go back to their 
disciplines with new en- 
ergy and ask new ques- 
tions and come with fresh 
vision. And | like that, 
but that hadn't been hap- 
pening. Maybe | had 
reached a bit of a plateau 
in my own work here, perhaps getting a bit 
tired here. So that's something that I could 
have implemented that somebody new will im- 
plement. It very much fits in with my vision 
of what this place should be all about, and 
should be doing 
Another area which faculty often considers 
a weak area of mine is the whole area of in- 
structional development--new methodologies 
for teaching, so that we keep all of our profes- 
sors up-to-date and fresh in the way that they 
bring the material across. It was nota strength 
of mine. I'm not against it. In the five year 
plan that I am writing there is a section in there 
on firming up instructional development. 
Maybe somebody else with different gifts 


hot 


could come in there and really lend energy to 
that. Again, that will be under my presidency, 
as it were, but someone else can implement it 

I'd like to come back to the discontinuity 
[issue]. There are a number of things Redeemer 
College can become that I have simply not had 
a chance to perhaps 
express, implement, 
work out, whatever 
So I would like to say 
to people too, don’t 
think that you know 
all of Justin Cooper 
I don’t want to be 
bombastic or pomp- 
ous or whatever--I’m 
not known for that 
and I don’t want to 
start that now. But I 
would say, do be 
open-minded and do 
watch over the next number of years, and | 
think you may see another side of me that you 
haven't seen before, which perhaps can blos- 
som in the new office and may lend some new 
excitement to this place. Even though it’s not 
a new face, perhaps it's a different side of an 
old face 


DVS: On the other hand, you'll be a very young 


CROWNshine Girls: 


president 
JCooper: By a week or two, I'll be forty-three, 
turning forty-four when I assume the posi- 
tion, the Lord willing, on July 1. I did some 
reading about presidents, and found in my read- 
ing that nowadays, especially in the larger in- 
stitutions, the average age of the 
president is around forty-five-- 
Starting age--and the average 
length of survival in the large uni- 
versities is seven years. The ex- 
pectation that | was acquainted 
with was ten years, and I think 
as we're aware sometimes within 
the Christian college world it goes 
longer. But! like the system we 
have here with the five year 
terms, | think that’s very, very 
clear, and that’s the same thing 
for VP academic. And then the 
third thing: yes | am a young 
president, but then I was a young 
vice-president, and that seems to be part of 
the way the Lord has led my life. So I’m used 
to working with people twenty years older 
than me, who are under me, and | don't find 
that to be a difficulty. I have to acknowledge 
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FRAN E. & MARY V. 


And you thought Henry and Ralph looked good on your wall! They did! Now, if you 
hang these two up as well, you can have a matched set! 

Fran and Mary—with their staff of eager, helpful workers—keep the classrooms, 
hallways, and offices of Redeemer College clean and useable. They're good at 
what they do. They're also very fast. In fact, they walk around the hallways so 
fast, some have said that in a race between these two and a cheetah for the title of 
fastest land mammal, the cheetah would win--but only if he was wearing roller 


skates and a jet engine! 


Hang them up to show the depth of your appreciation! 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REDEEMER STUDENT BODY 
RICHARD ZEKVELD & BRIAN AUKEMA--EDITORS 


WHERE WE WORSHIP 


Editors’ Note: One cannot help but notice how the diverse denomi- 
national background of Redeemer's student body contributes to its 
well-being. This week we are starting a two issue series on "Where 
We Worship." We have asked different students to write about their 
experiences worshipping at their various churches: what makes 
them unique, their atmosphere, and why that church fulfills their 
particular spiritual needs. This week two students have profiled 
Ancaster Christian Reformed Church and Heritage Baptist Church. 


HeritaGe Baptist: 
A FeEL_Lowsuip oF BELIEVERS 


by Thanh Campbell 

Coming from a Presbyterian upbringing and presently a member of 
the Associate Reform Presbyterian Church back in New Brunswick, I 
am surprised how comfortably I have settled at Heritage Baptist 
Church. I visited there frequently last year, but never maintained a 
consistent attendance, Since the beginning of this academic school 
year, I have attended regularly and am very impressed with the sound 
teaching and guidance provided by Bruxy Cavey 

There are of course, major differences in the Reform Presbyterian 
doctrine of infant baptism and the Baptist doctrine. Even though I 
stand on different ground concerning the issue of baptism, I feel I 
have the freedom to sit under the teaching of Heritage Fellowship and 
still remain devoted to the Reform Presbyterian doctrine concerning 
this issue. 

Bruxy (that's what he likes to be called) is extremely knowledge- 
able of the Scriptures and does not mercly preach his ideas, but makes 
sure his message conforms to the Scriptures. The Word is his basis 
for everything that he shares and he asks his congregation to test his 
word with the Word of God. 

The sense of worship at Heritage is genuine and God-glorifying. 
People are not there due to tradition, but they come with hearts to 
worship God and to hear His Word being preached. Bruxy has a gift 
of communication, and the congregation is blessed to have him as 
their pastor. His messages are for everyone; age is not a hindrance to 
the understanding or application of them, I rejoice at the privilege of 
joining this fellowship of believers every Sunday, knowing I will be a 
part of a true worship service. # 


Ancaster C.R.C.: 


In SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH y 


by Peter Moelker 
I have grown up in the Christian Reformed Church. 

My parents were both born in the Netherlands in the province of 
Zeeland. After immigrating to Canada in the early 1950's, they be- 
came members of the Ebenezer Christian Reformed Church in 
Trenton, Ontario, For many years | attended this church against my 
will, as I'm sure many readers can relate to. In fact, one Sunday 
morning I was particularly perturbed by the thought of having to sit 
through another boring church service. | angrily made my way down 
the hallway to the staircase which led downstairs. Down the stairs I 
went, only to be greeted at the bottom by a good old-fashioned Filter 
Queen vacuum cleaner (it was obviously the best place to put a heavy 
metal object!). I was off to the hospital, but at least I didn’t have to 
go to church. 

Times have changed since that fateful day many years ago. My 
mom no longer owns that Filter Queen vacuum cleaner, nor does our 
home have a flight of stairs at an unspeakable angle. I have also 
changed. I no longer make up excuses about why I can’t possibly go 
to church Sunday mornings. Actually, get this, | enjoy going to 
church. Shhh! Don’t let anybody know. 

I, like many other Redeemer students, attend the Ancaster Chris- 
tian Reformed Church just down the road. Why is it that I go to this 
particular CRC and not some other like Fellowship, Emmanuel, or 
Mount Hamilton? I go to the Ancaster CRC for a rather simple rea- 
son. At this church, the Bible is the ultimate authority, and together 
we worship and praise God through prayer, song, and message. Now 
wail a minute, you may say, what about those other churches? Do 
you mean to say that they are somehow not doing these things, and 
that the Bible is not the ultimate authority? Of course not! Well then, 
why do you go to this church and not one of the others? God has 
blessed every human being with a different personality, a different 
way of expressing our love, and a different style of worship. Some 
people enjoy hymns which can lift the Spirit within us to amazing 
heights. Other people cannot help but lift their hands in praise and 
awe of God's love, while some express their love and joy with a quiet 
heart and a reverent silence. Does God look at the outward style of 
worship? I'd hazard a guess that He doesn’t. God looks straight to 
the heart. He knows why you are at a certain church, whether it is to 
worship Him, or whether it is an attempt to humour Him. 

At Ancaster Christian Reformed Church, | feel I can worship the 
Lord “in Spirit and in truth,” while giving thanks to Him and praising 
His name. * 


Student Feature: 


Photo by Jim Krale 


Sara Weber 


by Brian (Howie) Aukema 

For this week's student feature, we 
checked in the Student Directory Atlas and 
found yet another Redeemer suburb: Madi- 
son, Alabama. Meet a lively Southerner 
named Sara Weber. 

Sara is 19 and hails from Madison, 
Alabama.. The baby of 3 kids, her parents 
work for the US army, “making bombs.” 
She has lived her entire life in Alabama, 
spending 13 years (K-12) at Westmister 
Christian Academy, active in volleyball, 
basketball, and as vice-president of Stu- 
dents’ Council. 

In October of "92, she came up to On- 
tario to see her mother's side of the family 
and dropped in at Redeemer to see cousin 
Dianne Kwantes. When the end of the 
school year came about, Sara decided she 
needed a change after spending a lifetime 
in one place at one school. So she 
shocked her classmates and parents (father 
especially) by announcing she was moving 
north of the Madison-Dixon Line to On- 
tario, Canada. “This isn't my only big 
change,” she said. “I plan on seeing the 
rest of the world too!” 

So how does her first year at Redeemer 
compare to Westminster Christian Acad- 
emy? “[Redeemer] is small, more liberal, 
which isn’t bad. Here, you think. Your 
opinions matter; it's not just a ‘memorize 


this and you know it.’ attitude.” She also 
enjoys the balance of Redeemer's liberal 
arts education. At home, there was great 
emphasis on sports; here, you can get in- 
volved in lots of activities, such as theatre 
as well as sports, Sara is leaning towards 
an English major and hopes to minor in 
Theatre Arts. 

And dorm life? “It's challenging, being 
the only American.” However, her dorm 
is very tolerant, and even allows the 
American flag to be hung above the dinner 
table. Sara enjoys the experience of living 
with new people and learning to be senstive 
to other people's needs. Her roommate, 
Andrea V ij, has been wonderful in 
helping her to adjust to culture in the Great 
White North, 

On the topic of snow, Sara stated, “I 
like it. I busted once. . .” [Alabamian for 
“I did a major wipe out on a patch of good 
Canadian ice and ended up on my keester 
not knowing what day of the week it was, 
eh.”] 

Sara's definitely enjoying the year here. 
She loves sightseeing and has seen Toronto 
and Ottawa. When asked for a definition 
of what it means to be southern, Sara left 
me with a thought from Mary Norton 
Kratt, “Southern is saying, ~ Y'all come’ 
out of habit and being surprised if they 
do!” # 


Senate 


by Grace Haveman 

The meeting on February 6 began with a 
bang at 9:32 pm. Following a prayer led 
by Dorothy and the taking of attendance, 
the minutes from the previous meeting 
were amended and accepted. 

The Rec Center Report was the first 
topic on the agenda. Beth reported on a 
short meeting that was held with Head of 
Security concerning Security unlocking the 
Rec Center during off hours. 

For the President’s report, Dan infor- 
mally presented some of the points of dis- 
cussion from the Apartments Proposal 
Committee Meeting. A formal agreement 
will be presented at the next meeting. 

The results of the “Apartments Survey” 
were summarized and discussed, Generally 
speaking, 10S people would like to see the 
Apartments retain their independent status, 
8 people believe that the dorm rules should 
apply to the Apartments, and 10 people 


Report 


suggested other comments because they did 
not agree with either category presented on 
the ballot. 

During the Secretary's report, Grace 
presented the total amount of copies made 
versus the total amount of copies paid for 
on the Laser printer. A disappointing 57% 
payment was received for the month of 
January. 

Derek announced the following 
upcoming events during his Activity’s re- 
port: Angels and Mortals - February 14 - 
19; Talent Nite - February 19; Irrational 
Week - March 21 - 25; Iceskating - March 
18; and Cartoon Breakfast - March 19. 

The Volunteer Report was last on the 
Agenda. Lisa discussed future plans for a 
30 hour famine to be held from March 11 - 
12. Justin Tazi will be helping Senate with 
this activity. 

Jeff closed the meeting with prayer. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:04, # 
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S°O.U-L 
Jesus Video 


by Danny Bird 


Eighty seven churches from many different denominations working together? Is that possible? 
Well, according to the latest information, it might just happen in Hamilton this spring. The JE- 
SUS VIDEO Saturation Campaign sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ, will run from 
March 25-31. The idea behind this campaign is to offer to every household in the Hamilton area 
the opportunity to receive a free Jesus video. The catch, in accepting, is that the people receiv- 
ing the video agree to complete a survey two weeks later. The Survey is to ensure that every 


video that goes out will actually be seen. 


The full length motion picture Jesus was released in 1979 by Warner Brothers. This movie 
is a depiction of the life of Jesus based on the gospel of Luke. Since its first release, ithas been 
translated into 220 languages with another 113 translations in production since December 1992. 

Although the campaign does not actually begin until the end of March, the advertising cam- 
paign has already begun and will indeed intensify during the next few weeks. This advertisin 2 
campaign is meant to create an awareness of the distribution campaign. As a result of this ad- 
vertising, approximately 80% of the people of Hamilton will know that they will be offered the 
opportunity to receive a video. Doorhangers will be placed on doors March 25&26 to inform 
the homeowners that they are on the list and during the week of March 28th, the videos are de- 
livered. The interviews and follow up begin April 11. 

If you are interested in getting involved, there are many things that you can do. People are 
needed to join prayer teams, to make financial contributions, to distribute doorhangers, to dis- 
tribute videos and to be involved in the follow-up visitation. There are training sessions pro- 
vided by Campus Crusade for Christ that instruct people on how to approach people and deliver 


the videos. 


If you would like to become involved in this campaign, approach your pastor. If your church 
isn't involved in the campaign, talk to me, Danny Bird, and I can get you in contact with a 
church that would be more than willing to use your help. 


by Peter Moeiker 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth has just been nailed 
to the cross, while people are jeering from all 
sides, The story is reaching its shocking cli- 
max, when all of a sudden, the man on the 
cross looks toward the television camera and 
towards the viewer on the other side of the 
screen, What can you say? What do you 
feel? Shame? Repentance’? Disgust? Pain? 
Love? This is the Jesus video distributed by 
Campus Crusade for Christ, and which is cur- 
rently being promoted to every home in the 
Hamilton area. What about this video? Does 
it effectively promote the gospel of Jesus 
Christ through the means of film? It would 
be ludicrous to say anything but a most re- 
sounding “yes!” 

This two-hour production by the Genesis 
Project has been translated into well over 
two-hundred languages. This movie has been 
shown to hundreds of million people across 
the world. As a means for spreading the gos- 
pel in today's technological age, the Jesus 
video is an excellent evangelistic tool. 

Produced by John Heyman, this film is 
incredibly detailed in every aspect. The cos- 
tumes, settings, and buildings are as authentic 
as you will ever see in Biblically based film. 


Brian Deacon plays the role of Jesus in an ob- 
viously impossible situation. However, Dea- 
con does a good job in his portrayal of Christ. 
Unfortunately, in many instances, we see the 
actor Brian Deacon trying to act, That is to 
say, no amount of theatrical skill could possi- 
bly display the love and joy which Jesus 
brought to so many lives. 

The Jesus video is based upon the gospel 
of Luke, and it does well to include many of 
the miraculous events which followed Christ's 
life, At times, the film becomes quite frag- 
mented and becomes a series of seemingly 
separate and independent events, instead of a 
steady flow of Christ's work on earth. Some 
scenes leave much to be desired in their ex- 
ecution, consider for example when one of 
the twelve cuts off the right ear of the son of 
the high priest during Jesus’ arrest. 

As the Jesus video continues to be dis- 
tributed over the world, and more in particu- 
lar here in Hamilton, it is sure to help others 
learn about this Jesus, and allow them to hear 
the gospel through the means of television. 
The Jesus video will no doubt continue to 
spread the gospel message throughout the 
world and turn others to Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Saviour. ® 
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GoHEEN OFFERED CHAPLAINCY 


by Danny Bird 

It's the first Wednesday of September and Rev 
Michael Goheen is presiding over his first 
chapel as chaplain of Redeemer College. Im- 
possible you say? According to Dean of Stu- 
dents, Fred Schat, Mr. Goheen, a former 
teacher of Redeemer, has been offered a posi- 
tion in Student Life, officially called the Chap- 
laincy. Mr. Goheen has not yet (at the time of 
printing) officially responded to the job offer, 
however, sources say that a favourable answer 
is quite possible. If Rev. Goheen accepts the 
position, he will start August 1, 1994. 

For those inquiring minds that want to 
know, (and for those who simply keep reading) 
the chaplaincy position will not be filled next 
year if it is not filled by Rev. Goheen. This 
may raise the question of why we need a chap- 
lain at all if this candidate is the only one who 
will do. Well, we have an answer. A position 
in Student Life will be opening this summer af- 
ter the departure of our own beloved Irene 
Veldhuis in May. (We'll miss you and your 
frogs Irene) Providentially, Mr. Goheen also 
became available this year. With these two 
circumstances and since there has been a lot of 
talk in the upper echelons of Redeemer about 
hiring a chaplain, Mr. Goheen was ap- 
proached. If Mr. Goheen does not accept the 
position, Student Life will simply hire someone 
else to do Irene's job, (although this humble re- 
porter is sure that no one will be able to do it 
as well as Irene did\does.) 

The chaplain will, according to Dean Fred 


ordinator 


Schat, take over much of the work that Eileen 
Fallon is presently doing as Spiritual Life Co- 
Freeing her to do Irene’s job. He 
would most likely chair the Chapel Committee 
and organize such things as the Spiritual Re- 
treat, Missionfest, Project Serve and other re- 
lated activities that happen throughout the year 
He would be available for both staff and stu- 
dents for spiritual and pastoral counselling 

He would also work with Eileen in Residence 
Life matters and may possibly be involved in 
the RA\HA training sessions. The great thing 
about Rev. Goheen is that he could also teach a 
course. In fact, the position offered to Rev 
Goheen, is 2/3 chaplain and 1/3 faculty. At 
present, a full-time chaplain is unnecessary, 
however, Dean Schat believes that it is cer- 


tainly something that may be necessary in the 


future 
When asked about that age old question 


about how Rev. Goheen would relate to the 


non-reformed people at Redeemer, Dean Schat 
replied, “I really think that Mike (Goheen) will 


be able to bridge the gap between the evangeli- 
cal and reformed views at Redeemer. Al 


though he is an ordained Reformed minister, 
he has a background in evangelistic thought.” 

Rev, Goheen comes with an outstanding 
resume and great references and has, accord 
ing to some, a very good opportunity to be just 
what Redeemer needs. Hopefully, for all of 
us, Rev, Goheen accepts the position and is 
able to do some great things for the spiritual 
life of our students. ® 


SEEING LIFE IN 3D 


by Deborah Visser 
Perhaps you've heard about the new 3D group 
that is meeting at Redeemer on Thursday nights, 
and perhaps your reaction was like many people's 
when you discovered it stood for Diet, Discipline 
and Discipleship: “Diet?! Who wants to go to 
some diet program? I don't need to diet!” We 
hear the first word and bristle; diet is definitely 
not our most favourite word 

But there is much more to 3D--to even the 
diet part of 3D--than simply losing weight. More 
importantly, 3D tries to teach nutrition and the 
value of healthy eating. In this day and age, it is 
common to eat what we want, as much as we 
want, whenever we want it, with little thought to 
how our piggishness may be affecting our bodies 
3D teaches that we have a responsibility to our 
bodies and suggests healthy diet plans for those 
who want to either lose weight, gain weight, or 
simply maintain their present weight 

But, as anyone who has tried dieting before 
probably knows, it is not quite as simple as that 
We cannot simply change our eating habits at the 
drop of a hat. It takes much more than that, and 
that is where the second ‘D’ comes in: Disci- 
pline, another not-so-popular word. But it is a 
necessary word, nonetheless, because it is disci- 
pline, or rather the lack thereof, that is at the 
heart of not only our eating problems but many of 
our other problems in life as well. For our level 
of discipline in our eating is generally a reflection 
of our discipline in other areas of our lives. So 


discipline is a key component of 3D 

But again, gaining discipline in our lives 
is No easy task, It is not something that comes 
naturally or appears overnight either. So, here 
enters the third and final and perhaps most im 
portant “D’: Discipleship. Gaining discipline 
and through that, better eating habits, takes a 
lot of work--more than we can handle on our 
own, So the discipleship aspect emphasizes 
the necessity of turning to God for help and 
encourages us to rely on Him for strength. I 
is Only through a close walk with God that we 
can come to see the truth in ourselves and rec 
ognize our weaknesses and selfish desires and 
learn to trust God to help us change 

So how exactly do these three aspects 
come together in the 3D meetings? During the 
week each member charts the food she has 
eaten and does the daily devotions. Then, at 
the meeting, we discuss any problems and vic 
tories that we've had in our eating over the 
week and encourage and share what God has 
been doing in our lives, in whatever area, and 
then we pray together for strength and disci- 
pline in the coming week. We also call one 
other member up to discuss and encourage 
them during the week. It is very uplifting 

So maybe you don't need to diet, But I 
think we could all gain from eating a bit better, 
having a little more disicpline in our lives, and 
growing in our relationship with God. And 
that is what 3D is all about! # 


The Fields are Ready Unto Harvest 


by Tammee Watson 

Mission Fest, February 7 to 11, was a week 
celebrating missionary work that included a 
main foyer display, presentations by mission- 
ary organizations and a chapel service. Eight- 
een missionary organization representatives set 
up booths in the foyer promoting their particu- 
lar organization, and providing information 
and literature to interested students. 

Missions involves a broad spectrum of 
objectives and tasks (including part-time and 
full-time Christian work and activities in 
Canada and overseas) and likewise a wide va- 


riety of organizations were presented at Re- 
deemer. During Activity Period Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, presentations were 
given in the Executive Dining Room by twelve 
different organizations. Representatives ex- 
plained the general background of their organi- 
zation and how students can get involved in 
volunteering and mission trips. It was refresh- 
ing Lo see co-operation between the organiza- 
tions and the spirit of unity that permeated the 
entire week. Repesentives not only promoted 
their own causes, but also encouraged students 
to consider other organizations. 


The highlight of the week was on Wednesday 
at chapel when Alex and Grace McCready 
from the Berean Mission spoke on forgiveness. 
The McCreadys gave their testimony of how 
God has set them free from the snare of 
unforgiveness. This message was a very liber- 
ating one that all of us need to hear, and a 
strong warning against harbouring bitterness 
and anger. 

Generally, Mission Fest was well received 
by students although student participation could 
have been better. One representative com- 
mented on how Redeeemer has grown spiritu- 


ally. He noticed that, compared to last year, 
more students came up to talk to him and ask 
questions, Special thanks goes to Residence 
Life Director Eileen Fallon who organized 
this inspirational week. 

One Proverb that speaks of the impor- 
tance of missionary work is 10:5 which says, 
“He who gathers crops in summer is a wise 
son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a 
disgraceful son.” In these last days when the 
harvest is plenty and the workers few, may 
we be faithful witnesses and stewards of the 
gospel that the Lord has entrusted us with. ® 
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The Devil & Don Che 


by Dennis VanStaalduinen 
The place is crowded, smoky, and more 
than a little dingy. The music is loud—not 
as loud as some other places play it but 
loud enough that you can't have a conver- 
sation without losing your voice in short 
order. And there's beer here. And there 
are people dancing. And this place is far 
away from Redeemer—all the way down the 
mountain in fact 

On one level it's almost impossible to 
imagine that you'd find Redeemer students 
in this bar on a Friday night. But students 
are there, and not just on Fridays. L.A 
Bats bar on Main Street—seemingly the most 
unlikely place in the city to become a Re- 
deemer College hangout--is Redeemer's of 
ficial weekend hangout. Why? And how 
do Christians justify this? 

The CROWN 's upper executive board 


(assistant editor Alison Gresik and me) de- 
cided that the only way to answer those ques- 
tion was to go directly to the source: so we 
got a tape recorder, a camera, and Alison's 
fiancee Shawn, threw them in the car and 
set off for L.A. Bats with great enthusiam 
(for the journalistic endeavour--and no, the 
CROWN didn’t pick up our tabs) 

After the first few interviews of Redeemer 
students at the bar, it seemed that two groups 
were forming: one of them was just there to 
“drink, smoke, and dance” and they'd tell you 
that with roars of jocund approval all around: 
the other group was there to drink, smoke 
and dance, but they'd tell you that with deep, 
sober looks on their faces and weighty nods 
of the head 

They're not being insincere. Far from it: 
they really do seem to be taking this seri 


to-heart talks with concerned parents, and 
some said that their parents would be deeply 
disappointed to know that their child was 
here. This is not an issue these students can 
take lightly. But are they being serious about 
it in the right way? Did they listen when 
their parents said “don't forget who you are?” 

It would seem so—at least partly. The most 
interesting discovery of the evening for me 
was that nobody was trying to get away from 
Redeemer College. In fact, exactly the op- 
posite was the case: people seem to go to 
L.A. Bats precisely because Redeemer is 
there! This bar is a place where they can 
drink/smoke/dance and still enjoy the secu- 
rity of a Christian community. | heard of this 


described as a “force field,” and a “security 
blanket” that allows students to let loose with- 
out losing their identity as Redeemer students 


ously 


Indeed, a few spoke of deep, heart 


| heard of Redeemer students protecting each 


The Devil doesn’t 
own it. But should 
you be there? 


by Richard Wiersma 


The answer to the question of whether or not 
the Devil owns Don Cherry's is obvious. Our 
world is created by God, and as such every- 
thing in it belongs to God. To say that Don 
Cherry's is completely owned by the Devil is 
Nothing is ever beyond 
the control of God; this is the story of the 


of course ridiculous 


New Testament where sin and death were 
Therefore, it can be said 
that going to Don Chery’s is permissible for 
Corinthians 8:4-7 


this argument that everything belongs to God 


conquered by God 


j 


a Christian. 1 supports 


Since we all have a basic working knowledge 
Don Cherry's is 


of who God is etc.. going to 


When we are 


go there to have some fun with our friends- 


all right at Don Cherry's, we 
we don't necessarily subscribe to the lyrics of 
the songs, or the lifestyle the bar promotes 
Going to Don Cherry's, while not particularly 
edifying, is alright. We all deserve to 
and relax after a difficult week 


unwind 
If you don't 
enjoy the atmosphere at Don Cherry's, then 
don't go! 

However, for the sake of argument, let 
us entertain the assumption that the lyrics of 
the songs and the lifestyle that the bar pro 
motes do have an influence on us (remernber 
the Staley Lectures?). After having been an 
avid member of the bar scene for the past 
few years, it is my opinion that going to bars, 


like Don Cherry's, leads to a shallow interpre- 
tation of life. It is in no way edifying; in fact, 
it promotes a lifestyle of indulgence (“Would 
you like another beer?") and promiscuity 
(“Let's get all dressed to pick-up tonight.” 
Admit it, that's why you always try to look 
your coolest when you go out). The pres- 
sures that a bar puts on an individual to con- 
form to these ideas are tremendous, espe- 
cially to those of us who like to think of our- 
selves as a little bit cool. After being a mem- 
ber of the bar crowd for a few years, these 
ideas will begin to affect our world vision, 
whether we like it or not, and no matter how 
many times we say that they do not. | have 
seen this not only in my own life, but in the 
lives of good friends as well 

So the solution to our dilemma might be- 
according to a good Calvinist upbringing—eve- 
rything in moderation. As long as we don't 
make a habit of going to bars all the time, 
the influences of the bars won't come to af 
This is the philosophy 
that | adopted sometime last year and | am 


fect our world vision 


sure that many will agree with it also 

Now that | have defended all Cheryites, | 
present to you the one fatal flaw of the argu: 
Believe it 


or not, you are probably a role model for some 


ment: you are not alone in Christ 


one. You might think of yourself as quiet and 
unobtrusive and therefore an unlikely candi 
We must 
realize that we do not live in a vacuum-—-we 


date for role modelling, but you are 


are constantly under the attention of our peers 
The decisions we make may in some way 
influence the lifestyle choices that someone 
else makes, perhaps resulting in their falling 
into sin. Whoa! now we are getting serious 
Let's say that | went to Don Cherry's with 
John Doe, and he eventually fell into the sin 
of alcoholism. According to 1 Corinthians 


§:12, the sin is mine, | have sinned against 
Christ. This example of sin is an obvious 
one, but what about other sins that are less 
obvious, like indulgence and promiscuity, to 
name the sins most easily committed in a bar? 
God's word commands us to build each other 
up; a reading of Romans 14 is helpful in un- 
derstanding our responsibility to others 

We all have the best of intentions with 
our Calvinist maxim of moderation, but for 
someone that is perhaps less mature in their 
faith and doesn’t understand the principle of 
moderation, your actions may be harmful. The 
weak brothers and sisters being referred to in 
the Bible are not ones with a weaker convic- 
tion in God. The weak are those who, in the 
context of this story, go to Don Cherry's 
against their better judgement. This decision, 
as the text from Corinthians implies, leads to 
a spiritual destruction. Once the first step 
has been taken, it is easier to take another, 
ultimately leading to further spiritual destruc- 
tion. This might not be the case for you, but 
it was for me, and many others like me. 1 
Corinthians 8:4-7 illustrated that Don Cher- 
ry's does belong to God, but just because it 
does not belong to the Devil does not auto 
matically mean that it is all right for you to go 
there. You are not alone in Christ, you must 
consider the weaker and your impact on them, 
just as God has commanded through his apos- 
tles. Through the grace of God, sacrificing 
your right to go to bars for the weaker broth 
ers and sisters will be possible 

After much prayer and thought | have 
come to terms with the fact that, in all con- 
sciousness, | cannot go to bars. | have also 
discovered that Friday nights do not begin and 
end at bars like Don Cherry's. If you prayerfully 
consider alternatives to bars, God will hear 


your prayer 


Photo by Dennis Van Staaiduinen 


other from the threatening advances of non- heard 
likeminded people; I heard of them taking me. | 
the concept of responsible drinking seriously He is 
and holding others accountable for their be- acts 
haviour; | heard that drinking and driving deem 
are heavily frowned upon; | heard that other | take 
patrons of the bar and staff have commented _ trivial 


on how different these people are—that they Bi 


are enthusiastic, don't drink too much, and of th 
do something good for the atmosphere of hope 
the place-which I've also heard of students | hoy 
who frequent Ancaster’s Coach & Lantern and h 
pub Gi 

Unfortunately, for every good thing | so go 


TRUTH & 
OF CHRISTIANS A 


by David Kerkhof 


Is it okay for Christians to “drink?” Is it right 
questions that many Christians struggle with 
here among Redeemer students over these twe 
that alcohol is prohibited on campus (unless ye 
the college President). Therefore, if you wis 
where, meaning that if people do not go hon 
then, is it still okay? There are students at Re 
So, who is right? What does the Bible say? |: 
our students to his former self-named bar (nov 
that go to bars evil people? Personally, | dor 
clear up some of the myths and truths about | 
First of all, | think that we should address 
fact that a proportion of Redeemer College st 
faculty and staff) “drink” both frequently and i 
Christians come from a background where dri 
cause students on both sides of the arqumen 
others’ views or “debate” with each other. 1 
could cite the Bible passage where Jesus turns 
some instances, the Bible adds good connota' 
Proverbs 31:6, Song of Solomon 1:2, etc.) 
Timothy to drink wine for his stornach and “f 
Those opposing alcohol consumption of any s 
greater number of Scripture passages dealing 
ness, orgies” (I Peter 4:3) and a lot of other evi 
So, does the Bible contradict itself on this iss. 
I think that we need to remember that the 
inherently wrong. It does, however, warn age 
good thing). We need to use Christian stewar 
given us. Drinking too much alcohol is wrong 
ing on material possessions. We need to us 
moderation. If your church background says t) 
of us should respect your attitude and not con 
goes off campus and has a “drink”, that stuc 
those who disagree with his actions. Drinking 
student leaves and drinks elsewhere, then non- 
that decision. If a student's drinking habits re 
directly bother you (I mean that your roommat 
her alone. We should respect the fact that c 
different views. If you believe that not drinkinc 
Just please don't condemn others like me wu 
Liberty” to drink in a stewardly manner. 
Second of all, you may say, “Well Dave, | 
Christians to go to bars and drink?” Good qu 
is that those who have never gone to a bar of! 
| agree that “bars” have many negative conno 
western “saloon”, strip joints, single’s bars, and 
picture in which Christians do not belong. Hi 
places where Redeemer students generally “han 
the bars our students go to are really not that 
clubs that our students may go to is in terms « 
that some of the lyrics in the music we dance t 
music is bad but no one leaves the floor when | 
F__?!" come on. I, for one, do not always tu 
ing everyone else in dancing. Some feel that s 
some of the songs they dance to. Others ma 
places where music such as this is played. But 
our radios as well. | think that it is a matter o 
one goes, what one watches, or what one list 
with sin 
We are in the world to act as Christ did. | 
but that in his perfection he was seen as differe: 
to ask the managers of bars frequented by Red: 
we are generally a good group. We are dif 
crowd. Sure, there are people who get out of 
but there are always going to be a few bad ap; 
As students we need to demonstrate Chi 
selectivity in the music we listen to. We all 
sometimes a bar is a good place to do so. M 
necessarily, but a bar is not necessarily a bad 
where drugs and prostitutes are present. The 
more like “sports bars” where one can wach 1 
other students. | think that students should just 
they have, living as examples of Christ in this 


also heard one that disappointed 
he devil at Don Cherry's/L.A. Bats? 
and he is horrible to see, and he 
1 even the best-intentioned Re- 
students. And please believe that 
im very seriously and don't want to 
: his power. 

the Lord is there as well in many 
actions of Redeemer students. | 
at this continues and prevails. And 
that He also goes in their minds 
irts. 
1g to L.A. Bats? The devil's there, 
vith prayer. 


MYTH 


vD Bars 


r them to go to bars? These are 
Many a debate has been sparked 
questions, It is a well known fact 
live in the apartments or you are 
to “drink” you have to go else- 
, they will go to bars. But even 
eemeer who argue for both sides. 
Don Cherry an evil man for luring 
called L.A. Batt's)? Are students 
think so. That is why I wish to 
iristians and “bars.” 

e “drinking issue.” It is a known 
jents (and | would venture to add 


Buy the Bar 
by Bradley J. Cuzen 


I would like to make a suggestion, Redeemer College should purchase L.A. 
Bats, rename it Calvin & Hobbes, have a weekly boerenkoel night, and use 
the proceeds to pay off the school’s debt. I find it remarkable that, on a 
Friday night, Redeemer College students pay out the majority of L.A. Bats’ 
income. Why do we go there? Now, I was brought up to repudiate (or at 
least avoid) alcohol and bars. I continue to maintain my abstinence from 
alcohol--not because | believe it is inherently wrong, but for my own per- 
sonal reasons. | do not believe that going to bars is inherently evil. 

I went to L.A. Bats a few weeks ago. Why? Because | wanted to 
dance. For no other reason. Admittedly, the atmosphere is not remarkably 
appetizing, but there is little opportunity to dance outside of such an atmos- 
phere. Is dancing one part of creation we should be endeavouring to redeem? 
I think that, because the church repudiated dancing back in the sixteenth cen- 
tury (before, maybe?), it fell to wreck and ruin. So now, if you want to dance, 
you are subjected to a getting inundated with alcohol and cigarette smoke. | 
would like to reiterate Harry Van Dyke’s suggestion (with his qualifications) 
that we open an on-campus pub where we can promote responsible alcohol 
consumption and dance to our (collective) heart’s content. Should we not 
attempt to develop maturity in this area, rather than simply disciplining 
innapropriate behaviour and forcing students to seek out other sources of 
entertainment? 


Should a Christian be going to bars? 


by Michael Bannerman 


This is truly one of those “grey area” type questions that we as Christians 
seem to love spending hours of our time disagreeing over, and yet never 
really answering the question. And so instead of pretending to have a clear- 
cut answer, I will merely give my opinion, based on scripture as | understand 
it. (In other words I’m not trying to point the finger at anybody, or pretend to 
be some great biblical scholar on the subject). 

When dealing with an area such as this, a few verses come to mind. 
The first is found in 1 Corinthians 10:23 and 24, which simply states - “Eve- 
rything is permissible” -but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is per- 
missible” - but not everything is constructive. Nobody should seek his own 
good, but the good of others. 

It is important to realize that we are not going to spend an eternity in 
Hell just because we frequently attend bars, but it is also important to discern 
what kind of impact we have on the world if we do attend bars, Is it beneficial 
that many people know Don Cherry's as the “Redeemer Pub”? What kind of 


requently. However, many other & picture does this paint for those ever-watching public 
he alcohol is unacceptable, Be- A youth Phetbecasiy Ulla aatitione inted to know how a true 
live together, oe fan shonin heehee raat rane eile Sodty 
eater Into caine oR 2 eet) wf say: non-Christians have set higher standards for how a Christian should 

ons to “drinking” (Psalm 104:15, ff then we ourselves have, é 

‘ven the apostle Paul encouraged Now don't get me wrong here, I'm not saying that we should judge 
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be”) if we are going to witness to them. How you would feel about getting a 
parking ticket from a police officer who has parked his cruiser on the sidewalk 
in front of a fire hydrant? Legally, they are free to do that (as far as | know), 
but we have created a mould that a police officer must fit for us to respect him 
(although I'm afraid the ticket counts whether you respect him or not). 

We are also warned in Corinthians (10:32) not to cause anyone to 
stumble. | think that it is important to realize that perhaps just because you 
are not affected by the general attitudes, actions and temptations found at 
bars, does not mean that the poor sucker you talked into coming along is not. 

A final, and very determining factor that we should ask ourselves 

about this whole bar thing is “does it glorify God?” 
In 1 Corinthians 10:31, it says “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do it all to the glory of God.” So how do you know if it glorifies 
God? Think about it. If Jesus walked in to the bar you were at, would you 
stand up and direct him to your table or would you be hiding under it? 

Is it wrong for a Christian to go to a bar? If you can honestly say that 
your faith would not be weakened, that no one else is stumbling because of it, 
and that God will be glorified by your actions, then go ahead and enjoy bar 
hopping with a clear conscience. If, however, you answered no to any of 
those questions, then I think you would be better off finding something else 
to do with your weekends. Bowling anyone? 


To Go or Not to Go... 
by Lisa J. Hardie-19.17 years of age 


When the clip appeared in Time Out concerning the topic for this centre spread, 
| was struck with a flash of “deja-vous.” You see, for the past forty-eight 
hours I had been wrestling with this question of whether Christians should go 
to bars or not. Let me explain that this began with me mentioning to my 
parents that I had gone to L.A. Bats Friday night. | come from a Baptist home 
in which no alcohol is kept, and smoking, dancing and rock music are frowned 
upon, You may make your own summary of our discussion. The conversa- 
tion brought this question to the surface, along with some confusion. After 
reading my Bible and discussing it with divergent dorm-mates, | stood be- 
hind my reasons for going: socializing and dancing. | did not feel that | was 
doing anything wrong by going te bars and that going could be a witness, 
allowing non-Christians to see that Christianity does not mean foregoing all 
forms of amusement. This, of course, includes abstaining from the activities 
which we are commanded to avoid (excessive drinking etc.). The next point 
I was confronted by was actually being seen at a bar by another Christian. 
Again, | concluded that it is positive to show that Christianity does not bind- 
~it merely requests us to be informed and to by-pass certain areas which often 
lead into trouble. 

| am just beginning to deal with this query of “to be, or not to be” seen 
in bars and | therefore remain somewhat confused. As for my feelings right 
now, Redeemer is not a closed community (as previously discussed in the 
Crown) and, see you at Cherry's! 


. 
Workin’ for the Weekend 
by Sid Ypma 
The weekend is the time of week that most students live for. After a week of 
readings, papers, and tests, we students like nothing better than to do some- 
thing to relax or release tension and energy. One of the ways university stu- 
dents do this is by going to a bar for a drink and dancing. The question is 
“should Redeemer’s students be the same as all the other university students?” 
My answer is no, and that’s not to say that | don’t enjoy the odd drink and 
dancing. 

We, in a Christian institution, should have something that sets us apart 
from other post-secondary institutions. If someone knows that you go to 
Redeemer College and sees that you are at a bar with a drink in hand, they are 
going to be quick to judge you as well as others who carry the Christian name. 
It’s sad to think that people know that the Redeemer hang-out on weekends is 
a bar. Is this a load we would like to shoulder? 

Do we separate ourselves and go to different places where no one 
knows us just so we can go dancing? This question suggests that we may be 
hiding our Christianity so that we can do something that is not biblically wrong. 
Possibly, as a college we might think about offering late night alternatives 
(sorry, but all-night movie parties at the rec centre just don’t cut it). I know it 
has been mentioned before but I'll mention it again: we should think about 
having dances on campus. If it’s done in good taste, there is no reason we 
can’t put on a good dance. At least it will offer an element of control. 

Again, we will hear the argument that this will upset the support com- 
munity, Maybe it is time that we wake up the support community, showing 
them that if we don’t start offering alternatives, we will build ourselves a 
reputation of partying off campus, contradicting the reasons for which they 
support us in the first place. It may not be as simple as I have made it sound 
but it’s something that we should work at. We need to give Redeemer a 
strong Christian label but to do this we don’t need to compromise some peo- 
ple’s idea of a good time. 


The Royal Cherry 
by Richard VanHuizen 


With beer in hand and shot glasses lined along the table, I sit at Don Cherry’s. 
There's an X-rated show on the tube and the waitresses are topless. 

Let's get real, how bad is it? Or should I ask “how good is it?” L.A. Bats 
is well organized and controlled, 1.D. is required at the door and underagers 
are not permitted to drink. Those who drink do so responsibly and moder- 
ately. If the evening is a success, that is if the Royal students (I rarely see staff 
there) are 95% of the population, the dance floor explodes. Clean, rockin’ 
music is ‘amplified’ and clean dancing is rip-roaring fun--"Whoomp There It 
Is!!!” 

Friday night is a good chance (as is Saturday and a couple other evenings) 
to escape the aggravating dorm life, and plunge into an evening of wild fun. 
So come on down to L.A. Bats. Just follow the tail-lights out of Redeemer 
students down the mountain, and you'll surely be entertained. By the way, 


_the large-sereen T.V. always airs the Leafs game-and the waitresses are in 


respectable attire. But you'll have to come down and see for yourself. Be- 
cause until you experience L.A. Bats, it’s all gossip to you, 


Would You Take God Out for a Beer? 
by Brad Bosch 


An interesting situation occurred the other night during our almost weekly 
devotions. We were discussing personal testimonies and the way that our 
faith directs our lives as individuals. Somehow the topic of conversation landed 
on the drinking issue. During the heated discussion, the question was posed 
by one of my dormmates, Kris Frazier, “Would you take God out for a beer?!” 
My response to the question was “Sure | would, if it was in the right context.” 
Now I realize that this response could raise quite a few eyebrows, as it did 
with my dormmate, but my response deserves some explanation. 

Drinking has been become overly associated with evil intentions be- 
cause, frequently, the intentions are evil. To go out and drink on a Friday 
evening for the sake of getting “sloshed” is utterly stupid, not to mention the 
fact that it is also very expensive. After all, our bodies are supposed to be 
temples of the Holy Spirit and by drinking in excess we are simply degrading 
our bodies. However, there are numerous occasions when an evening out is 
simply an act of celebration. Christ himself attended wedding banquets and 
feasts. On one occasion he even provided more wine so that the festivities 
could continue unhindered. In the Old Testament, the Israelites celebrated 
victory with wine and song. 

The point is that drinking itself is not an evil thing provided that the 
intentions are good. After all, there is a time for happiness and celebration 
just as there is a time for Sadness and mourning. Alcohol is not evil in a bottle, 
but it is frequently used by Satan to persuade people to do things that are evil 
in nature. Alcohol consumption in excess makes individuals take leave of 
their senses, and it is then that the evil one takes advantage of the situation. 
This often leads people to say and do things that, under sober circumstances, 
they would not even think of doing. “Moderation” is the key word. Unfortu- 
nately, the media in the form of beer commercials and other advertisements 
has brutally distorted this term. The idea projected is that the more we drink 
the more socially acceptable we become. The truth is usually the opposite: 
the more we drink, the more annoyed people around us become. 

Another point that must come into consideration is the group that one 
goes out and drinks with. Peer pressure plays a large part in the amount that 
one consumes. Jesus himself celebrated with close friends. One should be 
aware of this pressure and think of the reasons behind your festivities. As 
Christians, we should protect each other from the temptation of drinking in 
excess, and not pressure others into situations where they may be vulnerable. 

Celebration involving drink must be done in the right context as well 
as with the right people. Friends should help other friends to be responsible 
when drinking. God intended drinking to be used on the right occasion. How- 
ever, we must not be naive and think that one more drink will not leave us 


disgraced. 


MIN D. 
Au Sable Institute 


A School Away from School 


by Alina Vermeer 

There is little in this world that is more 
conducive to studying than a roaring fire 
in the fireplace and an unlimited supply of 
hot chocolate. At least, that is what you 
might be told if you talked to one of the 
seven students from Redeemer who went 
to Au Sable Institute in January. We 
spent three weeks totally immersed in 
studying winter biology or winter stream 
ecology. Can you imagine cramming a 
four-credit course into three weeks? 
Well, let me tell you, we spent every 
waking hour doing readings, writing 
reports, studying for exams, going on 
field trips, etc. At least, that's what we 
were doing when we were not skiing, or 
snowshoeing, or playing broom ball, or 
ice fishing, or. . .well, you get the point, It 
was an excruciatingly gruelling workload. 

And the setting! Living in the middle 
of the woods, surrounded by stunning 
scenes of ice and snow, having to spend 
hours each day out of doors, and having 
great meals cooked for us three times a 
day--it was pretty hard to take. 

However, we managed. Despite 
record low temperatures, we all found 
ways to keep warm, Grace had her toque 
to keep her warm (“if your feet are cold, 
wear a hat”), and | had my faithful duck 
slippers. A rousing game of broom ball 
got the old blood flowing, and | am told 
that a down sleeping bag in a quinzhee 
(an igloo made out of snow) keeps you 
really warm, too. Chris kept warm and 
toasty by cating mountains of warm 
toast. 

Of course, being cold was nothing to 
us cold-acclimated Canadians, especially 
when compared to those students 


(walking bundles of clothing?) who came 
from California or the Carolinas. Being 
Canadian had its trials, though. We had 
to stick close together to defend our 
nationality. We would gather around the 
piano for a rousing chorus of “O 
Canada” or “Farewell to Nova Scotia” to 
help us remember where we came from. 
Al would try to bring us back to Canada 
by playing Gordon Lightfoot songs on 
the guitar. We constantly had to fight 
the urge to say “y'all”, and some of us 
were overcome by this urge (right, 
Hans?). Howie was our fervent thermal 
evangelist, spreading the gospel of 
Celsius to the heathen followers of 
Fahrenheit, 

We somehow managed to bear the 
workload, too, Grace and Chris “influ- 
enced” their prof by hanging out with his 
eleven year old daughter, giving them 
substantial brownie points. Tim had a bit 
more to do than the rest of us since he 
was in charge of bottling the bugs 
caught by the stream class. We all 
developed different study habits, from 
sitting in front of the fireplace to sitting 
by the heaters in the “restroom.” 

Since there were only forty-two 
students at ASI, we all got know each 
other fairly well. We became closer to 
each other, not just to other Redeemer 
people, but to some of the American 
students as well. The nature of Au 
Sable's schedule and setting made it 
possible to become good friends with 


those around us, Being in close contact — 


with creation helped us to grow spiritu- 
ally as well, Lf you talk to any one of us, I 
think that we would all say that at 
ASI was a life-changing experience. 


Academic Council 


by Rob Vandebelt 

The second 1993-94 Academic Council 
meeting was held on Saturday, January 
15, 1994; though the meeting itself was 
three hours long, I'll try to keep this 
summary short and informative! 

A number of faculty appointments 
were discussed: 
> Ms. Ann McGillivray is filling the 
maternity leave of Ms. Marlene Power as 
Interim Public Services Librarian. 
the part-time theatre appointment 
has been filled by David Antscherl. 
> Mr. Otto Selles has been appointed 
as Assistant Professor of French and Dr. 
Lawrence Howe was approved for 
reappointment. 
> the Council recommended to the 
Board that Ms. Susan Van Weelden be 
granted tenure as Assistant Professor of 
Business and that Dr. Wayne Norman be 
promoted to and granted tenure as 
Professor of Psychology. 

As well, over the past several weeks, 
candidates have been interviewed for the 
positions of Librarian and Director of the 
Dooyeweerd Centre. By the way (this 
seems like a logic leap but it’s not), the 
Dooyeweerd Centre and the Pascal 
Centre might be of interest to students 
studying the relation of faith and aca- 
demics; check them out sometime! 

In terms of courses. . . 
> the admissions standards for the 
teacher education program were raised 
* POL 203 was dropped from the 
calender and there were some corre- 
sponding changes in the requirements 
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for a political science major 

> the business minor will be subject to 
additional stipulations 

> BUS 417 is not a co-requisite for 
BUS 315 

> acourse outline was approved for 
INT 393 

> check the updated calender if you 
are interested in accredited engineering 
programs at other Christian College 
Coalition Schools 

> at least two summer courses in 
education, “Systems and Foundations of 
Education” and “Canadian School Law” 
(graduate level), are planned to be 
offered at Redeemer this year 

The Council approved a policy that 
the status of academic probation be 
placed on transcripts. The appropriate 
phrase ‘of “Placed on Academic Proba- 
tion,” “Remains on Probation”, and 
“Taken off Academic Probation” will be 
recorded under the particular semester as 
applicable. This policy is effective for 
the current academic year and is in line 
with reflecting academic dismissals as 
well as academic scholarships (Academic 
Achievement, Presidential, and Honours) 
and Dean’s Honour List on the tran- 
script. Such practices are also common 
at other universities. 

Finally, Redeemer’s five-year plan is 
being discussed. If you have any 
thought about the direction Redeemer’s 
academic program should be taking or if 
you have any questions, feel free to get 
in touch with me.#® 


ACADEMIC THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND EVENTS 
EDITOR NEEDED | 


| Faculty A Day in 


|'Column 


the Life... 


In reading Al Wolters’ Faculty Column last - 

week (a wonderful, insightful, informative 

piece) I couldn't help but be struck by the 

amazing, and often times, bizarre similari- 
ties that exist between each of our lives. For example, at the age of five he emigrated to 
Canada from Holland, leaving behind a town unpronounceable. At the age of three, I came 
to this country from Scotland, leaving behind conditions unmentionable, Odd as it may 
seem, he was apparently somewhat of an athlete as a youth, but odder still, in my youth, 
| was quite the academic--a condition that I have mercifully since outgrown, | cannot say 
that I have shared anything close to his bombing raid experiences of the Second World 
War, fortunately, | have been spared this, but my parents, true Scots that they are, were 
frequently bombed during the war, no doubt a profound experience as they continue the 
practice to this day. And while | cannot make any claims as to a premature or postmature 
birth, | do still carry the scars from a messy forceps delivery. I could go on and on with 
such cerie similarities, but such is not my purpose. I found Wolters’ article to be quite a 
useful piece and feel that we as faculty would do well to share such insights into our 
lives. This week, however, | thought I would provide some glimpses into a professor's 
typical day outside of the odd lecture. 

Characteristically, my day begins at 5:30 a.m., at which time I cat a hearty breakfast 
and perform my toilet. (I believe that is the correct expression, although somewhat 
archaic, My apologies to the more delicate readers for whom this has called forth 
problematic mental images.) After steaming my pores open with a mug of hot java, | 
snap them closed again with an icy shower. This has been my ritual for so long now that I 
can open and close my pores at will. | have always maintained that quality lectures begin 
with proper personal grooming and hygiene and so I do not begrudge the few extra 
minutes spent preening in the morning as they will no doubt lead to a big time pedagogi- 
cal payoff in the afternoon. 6:30 a.m. finds me waiting at the back door for Henry or 
security to open things up. Once inside, | immediately begin the daily ritual of cleaning 
my office and re-baiting my mouse traps. (Thot: remind Betty to empty the traps while | 
am on vacation.) 

When I can, | like to get in and do my own photocopying before the office staff arrives 
80 as not to burden them with this during the day, Usually | will spend ten or fifteen 
minutes going over plant maintenance with Henry before returning to my office to give it 
another quick tidying (I must confess that | am a bit of a “neat freak”). Aside from 
lectures, a typical day for me runs as follows: 


8:55 ——_ Eagerly pore over the latest edition of Library News Journal. 
9:10 Nell Winter phones, looking for a good recipe for white sauce. 


940 An audibly distraught Marian Ryks-Szelekovsky phones, enquiring as t6 the 
exact date of next year’s Labour Day. Cheerfully, | give it to her, also pointing out that all 
this time she has been pronouncing her last name incorrectly--information for which she 
seems genuinely grateful. 


10:22 John By! bursts into my office thumping me in the head with the door in the 
process. (Thot: sleep with feet facing the door in future). Excitedly, John shares the 
latest statistical gems from his computer. “Do you realize, Al, that in any given volley- 
ball game, 42% of the time, if the summed scores of both teams equal an even number, the 
serving team will score if the receiving team receives with a set. However, if the receiving 
team bumps first, this percentage plummets to 27%!" There is nothing I can do but to 
confess to the man that | was largely unaware of this. “Astonishing!” | exclaim, “Quickly 
John, we must get this word out.” A scant two hours later, John returns from the 
mailroom having just sent off another two articles for publication, including the first faint 
murmurings of the by now formidable, "Redeemer Three Bump Offense." 


10:55 Clean and tidy Betty's office. 
11:14 _ Bill Smouter returns the tie that he borrowed yesterday. 
11:30 Drop in on Ted Vellenga just to drink coffee and chat. 


1:22 A despondent Pascal Center worker drops by, bemoaning the fact that the 
Center constantly struggles with its purpose and focus. 


1:24 Focus Pascal Center. 


1:26 Give it purpose. (I was kind of expecting this visit after my Dooyeweerd 
presentation several days ago). 


2:05 Get the word that the front office has decided to take my suggestion and 
rename the “Peaches and Cream Week,” “The Milk and Honey Festival.” 


2:40 Mary Vyn, having locked herself out of her office again, asks to use my phone 
to call security. (Thot: key chain as possible Christmas gift for Mary). 


3:10 Walking by the auditorium, hear a frustrated “Bach, Smchach,” from behind the 
keyboard. | offer a few words of encouragement to Chris, pointing out that his castrato 
empressario is So-so, he just needs a little more allegro in his adagio. For this he expresses 
mucho aprecianado. 


4:20 Gil Langerak drops by secking some clarification on Financial Leverage and 
Debt Equity Ratios. I help out but tell him this is the last time. 


5:55 Quitting time once again. | loosen my tie, give my desk a final organizational 
going over and head home with a fistful of papers for marking after dinner. ® 
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This Review Explains Sister Mary For You 


by Alison Gresik 

Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All For You. 
Possibly the most talked-about show ever 
mounted at Redeemer College, making it 
impossible to walk into the theatre without 
some apprehensions, preconceptions, or 
suspicions. 

I don’t want to discuss either the script 
or Christopher Durang, the playwright— 
others will argue over the issues raised by the 
play much more passionately and fervently 
than I. Rather, | prefer to focus on the way 
the show was produced, directed, designed, 
constructed, acted, lighted, promoted. . .all 
those things that were in the control of 
Redeemer students, since this is a review of 
their creation, not Durang’s. 

I want to mention first of all the quality 
and excellence which marked the presentation 
of this show, It seemed that every particular 
was carefully attended to, from costumes and 
set right down to the red velvet cloths covering 
the technicians’ tables at the back of the 
theatre. Whatever one’s thoughts on the play 
itself, one must admit the production was not 
shoddy; it was polished and carefully crafted. 
This excellence and attention to detail seems to 
me to be one of director Chris Cuthill’s strong 
points. 

The acting was fairly strong overall. 
Sister Mary was a demanding character to 
play, since she essentially holds the piece 


together with her personality and the conflicts 
she creates. Clarissa der Nederlanden was on 
stage for the entirety, and she was for the most 
part successful in bringing Sister Mary to life. 
I was most impressed with the facial expres- 
sions, physical movements and gestures with 
which she captured Sister Mary’s character. | 
particularly liked the moment at which she 
reads the card that asks, “If God is all- 
powerful, how can He allow evil in the 
world?” The glare she directed at the audience 
was powerful and withering. | sometimes 
found it difficult to understand all of her lines, 
though, and she had a slight accent which 
sounded affected. 

Jacqueline Van Kooten effectively 
captured the lilting tones of a young boy, and 
never broke from her vacant stare. Sara Weber 
put in a good first appearance on stage; she 
had a convincing innocence, and her nervous 
fidgeting was noticeable yet not overdone. 
The caricature of a reclusive boy grown up 
was presented by Jack Klooster as Aloysius— 
I will never forget his drooping mouth and 
hunched shoulders. His lines were strong and 
his movements deliberate. Craig Nadon 
conveyed power and vitality in his role as 
Gary, and seemed to me the most believable 
and sincere character. | really felt for his 
struggle with homosexuality and faith. 

Andrea Vander Kooij had a natural and 
comfortable air on stage, yet | sometimes 


Talent Time Treats 


by Sid Ypma 
It was 6:15 p.m., Saturday, February 19, 
1994, when this reporter headed over to 


Redeemer College's auditorium to catch a 
glimpse of the 


entertainers for the annual 
talent show. | thought that this might be a 
chance to speak to anyone who might be 
running around so that when the show began | 
could just sit, relax, and enjoy the evening. | 
obtained a program and set about searching for 
everyone on the list as well as anyone else 
running around, 

Howie Aukema and Derek Miedema 
were to begin the evening with a Van 
Morrison tune called “Whenever God Shines 
His Light.” Dave Lammers told me he would 
be free wheeling a medley that would include 
“Old Time Rock and Roll” by Bob Seger, the 
Jurassic Park theme song, and everybody's 
favourite--the Gilligan's Island theme song. 
Dave would then remain on stage to play 
along with Randy DeBoer for a song that 
Randy wrote called “Burn, Burn Like a Fire.” 
The song was written as a prayer asking the 
Holy Spirit to come into one's heart. 

Greg Ross was planning to do an 
impression of Jimmy Hendrix doing the “Star- 
Spangled Banner.” Tim Grootenboer informed 
me that he would be doing two guitar pieces-- 
one entitled “Icarus Rain” and the other 
“Baroque.” Then to finish off the first half of 
the evening, Herb Borger would be performing 
three tunes based on the Christian poetry by 
Canadian Conrad Delaire. Herb wrote the 
music for each. 

To break up the monotony after that last 
paragraph (if that is what you want to call it), 
it might be a good idea to talk about other 
aspects of the evening. When I talked to 
Derek Miedema two weeks before the show, 
he informed me that they had very few acts, 
no Cause to raise money for, and no emcee 
chosen. That same week things fell into place 
as acts poured in and Eileen Fallon suggested 
that money be raised for Living Rock Minis- 
tries (Street Light). Karen Cray was the 
representative for Living Rock ministries 
which is an outreach for street kids/teens. 
They hold Christian Rock concerts, dramas, 
bible studies, and various other things to get 
the kids off the street. The final worry was 
solved when our own Dr. Al Wolters agreed to 


emcee this event (I myself couldn't believe it, 
but was looking forward to it just the same). 

The second half would begin with 
Redeemer's computer expert Chris Knowles 
performing the classics “Me and Julio,” 
“Marvellous Little Toys,” and “San Francisco 
Bay Blues” on guitar (and kazoos). Lisa 
Numan and Eileen Fallon would end the line- 
up of men performers with the song “How 
Beautiful” by Twila Paris. The immortal 
Howie was going to play “TuttiFrutti” and 
“Chantilly Lace” on the piano. 

We were then to hear the debut of 
Tomfoolery, a band composed of a couple of 
Redeemer students and their friends. They 
had four songs planned; two of their own 
entitled “Treeline”and “Blind Eyes” as well as 
“New Orleans is Sink’n” and “Three Pistols.” 
This act would be followed by Justin Cook, 
Paul Vandenbrink, Darren Brouwer and Tim 
Grootenboer with the songs “Out to Get You” 
by James and “Colder Than You” by the 
Waltons. The evening would be closed off 
with one of Redeemer's favorites Ed Bowes 
with Chery! Huizinga performing “What She 
Doing Now” and “The Dance” by Garth 
Brooks. Now that you know what was 
played, I can get on with this article. 

Once | had all this information | intended 
to sit back and listen. It was not to be, I ended 
up helping back stage and getting to hear the 
talent from the same spot. Professor Wolters 
assured the audience that this would not just 
be a fun evening but an educational one as well. 
He taught the crowd about talent in many 
ancient languages. He was definitely one of the 
highlights of the evening. The evening was a 
success with some added surprises. From 
backstage | was lucky enough to hear Eileen 
play the first few bars of “Stairway to Heaven” 
by Led Zeppelin. Howie played up his piano 
pieces and encored his performance with 
“Great Balls of Fire” by Jerry Lee Lewis. 
Justin, Paul, Darren and Tim were able to add 
“The Boxer” by Simon and Garfunkel, to the 
crowd's delight. Ed and Chery! encored the 
entire evening with “Two of a Kind, Work’n 
on a Full House” by Garth Brooks. The talent 
was greal and we can thank the performers and 
Student Senate for this great evening of 
entertainment. ® 


found her lines flat and bland—her character, 
Diane, didn’t capture my sympathy or 
interest. Cuthill mentioned later during the 
post-show that this was an effect he was 
working for, to strip Diane’s speeches down to 
just the text, and not appeal to the audiences 
emotions. I don’t think this technique was 
really successful; it just made me think that 
Vander Kooij was not acting well, when she 
was actually following the director's instruc- 
tions. 

Cuthill incorporated several uncommon 
theatrical techniques into his production of 
Sister Mary. From the director's notes I know 
that these techniques were “Antonin Artaud’s 
“theatre of cruelty” and Bertolt Brecht's 
verfremdungseffekt.” The first involves 
drawing the audience into the action by 
singling people out and “abusing” them. 
During the show a spotlight came on directly 
over the chair in which the chief editor of the 
CROWN happened to be sitting on Friday 
night, and Sister Mary berated him three 
inches from his face for several minutes. This 
was the most obvious use of the “theatre of 
cruelty” technique, although my personal 
favourite was having to sit on the floor during 
the whole show, The other long and unpro- 
nounceable technique involves alienating the 
audience, breaking down the illusion of the 
theatre, and emphasizing the fact that they are 
watching a play. So Sister Mary pulled an 


by Shelley Hogeveen 


Hogeveen--Studio Theatre, 8 p.m. 
March 11 Voice Recital, Benita Wolters. 


Gallery. 


(in auditorium after Otheroom) 


by Stephen Altena 

A rather large crowd assembled in the art 
gallery on Wednesday Feb. 17 for the opening 
of the new student art exhibit. Viewers were 
treated to an eclectic collection of student 
artworks, as well as that wonderful vegetable 
dip that is a must for any gala art-opening. 
Curator Chris Cuthill introduced the show, 
explaining the meaning of the title of the 
exhibit, “Sweating in the Garden,” as coming 
from Genesis when Adam was kicked out of 
Eden. It describes how artists at Redeemer are 
like Adam; they are struggling to come to grips 
with living in a fallen world 

The exhibit itself is made up of various 
styles and mediums. Works range from 
charcoal to collage to oil paintings, However, 
one criticism of the show, besides the need for 
more of that wonderful vegetable dip, is the 
sloppy use of the gallery space. The curator 
has used the entire length of the space, 
resulting in unsightly gaps of bare wall that 
gives the show an amateurish feel. A few of 
the smaller pieces are left to cover an enor- 
mous amount of wall space, diminishing the 
power of the works. 

Several works displayed on easels, 
especially those in the middle holding works 
by Alan Groombridge and Michelle ter Haar, 
are not lit by those nifty halogen lights. This 
too takes away from the special effect that the 
lighting places on the other works. It is also 
disappointing to find that the next day, the 
halogen lights were not on at all in the gallery, a 


ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR 


Hot Art in the "Garden" 


accompanist, Marisa Vander Veen, out of the 
audience (good thing she knew how to play 
the piano), and marched back to the lighting 
board to adjust a spotlight. 

If you've been paying attention, you will 
have noticed that these two techniques have 
entirely different effects. One is meant to 
involve the audience in the action, the other 
attempts to alienate them. When I asked 
Cuthill why he had incorporated these 
theories in his production, the only answer he 
gave was that he had been reading about them, 
and wanted to experiment and try something 
new. There's nothing wrong with that, except 
that the use of techniques like this needs to be 
consistent with the aim of the play and the 
overall production. To me it seemed that 
these elements—“theatre of cruelty” and 
verfremdungseffekt—had been thrown 
together without justification, and the result 
was a confusing mix that only served to 
distract the audience from what they were 
really supposed to notice: the thematic thrust 
of the play itself. 

Despite the reservations I had about 
some of Cuthill’s theatrical acrobatics, | was 
still impressed with his willingness to take 
risks, his concern with technical excellence, 
and his competent direction of the actors 
This show made for a challenging and 
thought-provoking evening, an accomplish- 
ment which should not be underestimated. #® 


Presently on display Student Art Exhibit: curator Chris Cuthill--Redeemer College Art 


Feb, 24, 25, 26 The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-In-The-Moon Marigolds, directed by Shelley 


March 10-April 14 Art Exhibit: Carl Jagt, Christina Schut, Anita Bull-- Redeemer College Art 


March 22, 23, 24, 26 Mainstage, Guest Artist, directed by Dennis Hassell--Mainstage 
April 7, 8 Captain Kintail and Otheroom--Studio Theatre, 8 p.m 
April 9 Triple bill: Captain Kiniail and Otheroom (Studio Theatre), followed by The Immigrants 


problem that lies outside of the curator’s 
control. 

However, the content of the exhibition is 
very eclectic and intriguing. A veritable pot- 
pourri of styles and themes will challenge and 
enlighten almost any viewer 

Some of the more intriguing works that are 
provoking more powerful responses include 
Alan Groombridge’s untitled mosaic eye, 
which seems to follow you throughout the 
gallery; Deb Kranendonk's nude Oriental 
figure; Corine Vreugdenhil’s gloomy and 
haunting untitled male portrait; Chris 
Cuthill’s political “Tales of a Recovering 
Fundamentalist: Part One; Andrea Vander 
Kooij’'s thought provoking non-feminist 
collage, “Ritual Purification,” and Corina Bos’ 
beautifully textured agnostic. . .l mean 
ancaustic painting, done with bee's wax (you 
can smell, but you cannot touch!). Several 
other works are also worthy of inspection 
and discussion. 

The large turn-out for the opening was 
an encouraging sign for the artists. It is not 
often that students at Redeemer are given the 
opportunity to see what some of the art 
students are doing. 

I strongly urge everyone, from faculty to 
students, to visit the art gallery during the 
next few weeks. Even if you have a low 
tolerance for art, a stroll through the gallery 
will definitely be a worthwhile endeavor. 
However, you will have to bring your own 
vegetable dip. ® 
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THE OL YMPIC SPIRIT 


by Ralph Pot 
The Olympics are about to close in 
Lillehammer, Norway, ending yet another 

* Winter Olympiad. It was inspiring to watch 
some of the world’s greatest athletes compete 
against each other, only to have the best man, 
woman or team win. I think we can learn a 
lot more from the Olympics than we some- 
times realize. Olympic athletes dedicate 
years in their life to attain one prize. Their 
whole existence is focused on a single goal; 
their only hope is to attain the ultimate prize-- 
Olympic Gold. 

At risk of sounding like the Soul page, 
this Muscle editor would dare say that our 
faith life is in need of a fiery Olympic spirit 
much of the time. Paul states that we should 
run in such a way as to get the prize (I Cor. 
9:24). Paul is not talking about a gold medal 
here of course, as I used to like to think. 
Paul challenges us to run our Christian life 
with the same discipline, training, and inten- 
sity that an Olympic runner, or a cross-coun 
try skier, or even an Olympic luger does. 
Paul states that the only difference is that, 
“They do it to get a crown that will not last; 
but we do it to get a crown that will last for 

(I Cor, 9:25) 

Take a second now and imagine a mo- 
ment of glory in your past, the point in your 
life when you felt like you were on top of the 


ever” 


world and nothing could take you down. Per- 
haps it was after a sporting event when your 
team won a league championship, or you 
were chosen as an all-star. Perhaps it was a 
raving review in the Hamilton Spectator after 
a play performance. Maybe it was during a 
concert or talent night when the crowd stood 
up and screamed, begging you to play just 
one more song. Maybe you have never had 
your moment in the sun. The sad part about 
these moments of glory is that they are just 
that: moments. They are perishable gold 
medals. 

Last summer I spent most of my summer 
playing soccer. My friends and I talked the 
whole summer about soccer, and tried our 
darnedest to be the best team in our league. 
When the summer came to a close, we found 
ourselves the champions of our beloved 
league. There is no describing how I felt af- 
ter we pulled off a win in our final game. It 
was our moment in the sun. Although we did 
not receive a gold medal, | was sure that if 
there was a top to the world, I was on it. 

But it was just a moment. The sad part 
about a moment in the sun is that whatever 
you do afterwards is a let-down, The week- 
end after our soccer championship was the 
most boring weekend of the summer. We 
talked about our moment in glory all we 
could, but we could never re-kindle how we 


INTRAMURALS! 


WHY NOT? 


by Lisa Breukelman 

It has been the talk of the past six weeks. 

Will they participate in the big event? Who is 
going to take the gold (or the pat on the back 
in this case)? 

1994°s most exciting sports event has 
come to an end, You will no longer be able 
to take a break from your studies by coming 
to the gym to watch the indoor soccer intra- 
mural action. As always, the participation 
for indoor soccer was outstanding. Sixteen 
talented teams came out, attempting to win 
the pat on the back. Although only one team 
won officially, every one deserved it. How- 
ever, at times perhaps it was a debate between 
a pat on the back or a kick in the shins. 

I believe that one team in particular de- 
serves recognition. A League of Their Own 
put together an all-women's team and sur- 
prised many of their opponents by giving 


a ——— 


them a good run for their pat on the back. (I 
know--enough about the award.) The great 
sportswomanlike conduct shown by each 
player on the team was refreshing. I knew, 
when I allowed an all-woman team in the 
tournament, I was sure to get a few remarks 
stating that I should then allow an all-men’s 
team as well. I'm sure that many understand 
why this is not possible. If you don’t, . 
well, that's another story 
I would just like to say thank you to all 

those who gave up their time for refereeing 
some of the games, including Jim Krale, Paul 
Vandenbrink, Jolene Vander Wier, Steve 
Kooy, Aaron Harnden, Justin Cook, Fred 
Breukelman, and Brian Breukelman. It was 
very much appreciated, 

Oh, by the way, the answer to the question 
at the beginning of this article was announced 
in Time Out, ® 


als Scoreboard 


Women's Basketball 

George Brown 72 Redeemer 70 
Fanshawe 72 Redeemer 36 
Men’s Basketball 
Redeemer 66 
Men's Hockey 
Eastern 5 

Men’s Volleyball 
Redeemer 3 
Redeemer 2 
Canadore 2 

Cambrian 2 


Eastern 63 
Redeemer 2 


George Brown 0 
Sault 0 
Redeemer | 
Redeemer 0 


Upcoming Event 
Women's Volleyball Championships: February 25, 26 at Redeemer College 


Women's Volleyball 

Redeemer 3 Centennial 0 
Redeemer 3 George Brown | 
Men's Indoor Soccer (Invitational) 
Redeemer | Loyalist 2 

Redeemer 0 Ryerson | 

Redeemer 0 Humber 3 

Redeemer 1 Waterloo | 

Women's Indoor Soccer(invit.) 
Redeemer 0 Conestoga 0 

Redeemer 0 George Brown | 
Redeemer 4 Loyalist | 


felt at that moment. The only thing we can 
do now is to try and win it all again this sum- 
mer. 

Take another second now and imagine 
that your moment of glory would last forever. 
Imagine that you were an Olympic champion 
and that all the glory along with it would last 
forever. Imagine that feeling of accomplish- 
ment of winning a gold medal, and make it 
last for eternity. Wow! Now, imagine run- 
ning a race for your whole life for a crown of 
glory that will last forever. 

We have been called to run that race. It 
is a race with its share of hills, pitfalls, and 
probably an injury from time to time. But at 
the end of the race we will find an indescrib- 
able prize. We should all strive to be able to 
say with Paul at the end of our lives, “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). 
Then we will have more than a moment in 
glory; we will have eternity. # 


Athlete Profile 


John Byl 


Sport: ‘Squash 
Home town: Hamilton 


by Eric Lammers 

John By! is an integral part of Redeemer Col- 
lege Athletics. He and Al Brown teach all of 
the courses for the Physical Education depart- 
ment. On top of this, By! is on top of the 
squash pool, he coaches men’s volleyball, and 
he is faculty advisor for the intramural pro- 
gram. 

If you have been following Redeemer's 
annual squash pool this year, you will have 
noticed that Byl has yet to lose a game. The 
mere mention of his name evokes fear in the 
hearts of fellow squash poolsters. By! plays 
close to four games a week and by all ac- 
counts his game has improved significantly. 
Last season, By! was close to the top of the 
pool but could never defeat Ron 
Oppertshauser, who has played semi-pro 
squash, It would be great to see By! test his 
improved game against the graduated 
Oppertshauser. 

Growing up in British Columbia, Byl 
was always involved in athletics. In high 
school, Byl participated in wrestling, rugby, 
volleyball, and for a short time, football. In 
college, Byl devoted the majority of his time 
to studies and was not involved in competitive 
sports. Byl completed his doctoral disserta- 
tion on the Margaret Eaton school and has 
gone on to complete other well-respected 
texts dealing with physical education. Byl 
also writes a regular editorial for the Chris- 
tian Courier. 

Byl's cheerful disposition, willingness to 
help, and love of sports and his Lord have 
combined to make him an effective coach and 
role model. The men’s volleyball team has 
been Redeemer’s most successful team over 
the past several seasons. Byl has a calming 
influence on his players and has played a 
strong role in the success of his team, ® 
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Reflections on a Real 
Good Bad Season 


by Sara Weber 

If someone had approached me a year ago at 
this time and said, “You will spend the next 
school year in Ontario, Canada, going to Re- 
deemer College and playing volleyball for their 
varsity team,” I would have laughed mockingly 
at them. Not that going to school in another 
country was a laughing matter, but the idea of 
ever playing volleyball again as an organized 
sport made me cringe. 

My Christian high school became accred- 
ited the summer before my senior year, which 
meant our varsity teams started playing the pub- 
lic schools. With this big change came a new 
varsity volleyball coach. Fresh out of college, 
she worked us hard, which eventually paid off 
when we made it to the state championships. It 
was referred to as our “dream season” by eve- 
ryone except those who played on the team. 
After two and a half months of playing for a 
coach who believed any form of encouragement 
was strictly forbidden and a team must win at 
all costs, | vowed never to play volleyball on a 
team again. 

But obviously, God had different plans for 
me. After a few practices, try-outs, and a lot 
of prayer, I found myself on the Redeemer 
College women’s varsity volleyball team. Still 
a little unsure about playing volleyball again, | 
was amazed by what I saw. Not only were 
these girls really talented, but they also had great 
attitudes about the game and accepted defeat as 
a learning experience, not as something to dwell 
on for the following weeks to come, Also, hav- 
ing a coach who corrected the wrong and praised 
the right was hard for me to comprehend. 

Okay, | guess I should tell about our year 
now. Before the real season started, Redeemer 
hosted a men's and women's invitational vol- 
leyball tournament. Although most of the fans 
chose to watch the men’s volleyball matches 
rather than the women’s (that's okay, we're not 
bitter), it was an encouraging start for the Lady 
Royals. Next came the first seasonal game and 
win over Lambton College. After another two 
wins and a loss, the team headed up to Ottawa 
for a cross-over tournament at Algonquin Col- 
lege. Although no one wanted to miss the Calvin 
Series, everyone had a good time seeing the 
Parliament buildings, listening to Harry 
Blyleven's almost funny jokes, and winning two 
of the four matches. The year ended with a 
strong win over George Brown. The Lady 
Royals have improved tremendously since the 
beginning of the new year, even though the 
scoreboard hasn't really shown it. Hopes were 
high but not high enough as the team was de- 
feated at both the Invitational and Cross-over 
tournament at Mohawk College. The first win 
since the beginning of second semester was 
against George Brown College on Monday, 
February 14. The season ended on a very posi- 
tive note when the Royals won three straight 
games over Centennial, ending the season with 
a 7-10 record. 

Because I generally played with the same 
girls for five years back home, I found it a chal- 
lenge getting used to a whole new team, their 
strategies and plays, and their mentalities on 
the court, But, even though it was strange and 
different, it was also new and refreshing. I like 
the idea of running to the middle of the court 
after every play and saying some encouraging 
words to my teammates (although most of the 
time I forget, leaving myself stranded on the 
court by myself while everyone else runs to the 
middle). I like singing songs we've learned in 
chapel with the team on road trips. And I like 
the fact that if I mess up, if anyone messes up, 
the world isn’t going to end, because tomorrow 
is a new day, a new practice, or a new game. | 
thank God for the opportunity to play with such 
an incredible team, and through all the injuries, 
the wins, and the losses of the season, I can 
honestly say that I don’t regret playing volley- 
ball again, ® 
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interview with Dr. Justin Cooper 
C ntinued from page three 


‘limits, and that other people have wisdom 
cae respect. Maybe that’s one of 
I bring to the things that I do, 

pe don’t pretend to be the authority; I’m 
ps sponge ie of others, willing to col- 


DVS: Off the record, I'm not trying to focus on 
just the negative sides. I want to give you a 
chance to address some of these things, be- 
cause they are concerns, 

JCooper: Oh, 1 understand that, | understand 
that fully, and I understand also, off the record 
or not, that it seems to me that I was not the 
first choice of the faculty, I think, vertainly 
some faculty, and so there’s going to be some 
disappointment around. | understand that, and 
in fact I'd like to say: let’s acknowledge it, 
let's talk it through, and in the process, draw 
together. | think that’s the best way to handle 
this kind of thing. So, I'm not offended, | 
understand fully, and I have an idea that if I 
were a faculty member and allowed to partici- 
pate as much in the process as faculty were, 
then I would form certain opinions and I guess 
I'd be entitled to those. So I don’t find it to be 
disloyal to feel disappointed right now on the 
part of some people. | understand. It’s sort of 
like a leadership convention in a party, you 
have your favourite son or daughter, and then 
when the outcome is there you need to work 
through those feelings. In doing that, | know 
we're acommunity, and I know we're going to 
pull together. Instead of saying "Let's put 
that behind us, put that down,” I'd rather 
acknowledge it, understand it, pray about it 
together, and come together as a team. 

DVS; I'll put that back on the record then. 

JCooper: \f that’s helpful. 

Some people have even mentioned to me, 
"You were second on my list, but you've ob- 
viously proven yourself in the process and 
I'm with you." I appreciate that honesty. 

DVS: To bring up another tough issue, what 
about the trust fund? It’s an old issue and 
many people assume we're past it, and other 
people keep wanting to bring it up--I'm bring- 
‘ing it ; Tae pete 


Aatevaata a aaisaiiia ae. 
dent? Or will you address it specifically? Or 
is there a more general statement you would 
like to put in that would address that? 

JCooper: | think that trust is obviously some- 
thing very, very important, and it's something 
that was disrupted and broken. There's been 
healing, and | think that in order to bring the 
final healing. . .well, in a large organization, 
you may never get full and final healing. | 
talked about this with faculty in the interviews, 
a little bit. 

I think that ideally what you might have isa 
service of reconciliation, where publically we 
come together. A difficulty with that is that 
people are in so many different places—there 
are people who have put this behind them, 
there are students who have been here the last 
two years who don't know what you're talk- 
ing about, and they would find it difficult to 
participate. So it really does become an hon- 
est problem, say, of creating an appropriate 
forum or a way of really dealing with this. If 
there are people who still need to hear, on the 
part of admistrators, then I'll say we're sorry 
that we let you down, and we are dedicated to 
working to be a Christian community here, a 
Christian academic community where the love 
of Christ is evident in the way that we treat 
one another. 

1 think too, though, that there has to be a 
very conscious statement on the part of stu- 
dents, In a way Senate has done that; Senate 
has said in a written form that they now ac- 
cept this, and Senate is an authority for stu- 
dents. And let me say too, that in this whole 
presidential search process, this thing between 
faculty and board came up again. | have a great 
deal of respect for the step that the faculty 
took, because they put in writing a resolution 
saying: “Thank you for allowing us to partici- 
pate in the search process and the interview 
process, and we stand behind you in the deci- 
sion you will make," In a sense that was the 

faculty making peace with the board, because 

E the last written communication from the fac- 


ulty to the board was, "Will you please fire 
the following three people, and we think this 
is what you ought to do, and we think we need 
to tell you what to do, because. . .subtext: we 
don’t trust you anymore." 

So I think, Dennis, one of the things that I'm 
seeing is that within the search process itself, 
some of the healing that needed to come be- 
cause of Brookview has happened, because on 
a search committee, you had administrators 
and faculty and students working together on 
a project, and that brought them together, and 
in a way it was a breakthrough. 

| personally had a breakthrough with the fac- 
ulty in my interview, where | could finally 
acknowledge the pain of having had to work 
without that full trust. Because I'm sitting 
here like Samson between the pillars of the 
temple, really stretched between my faculty 
colleauges and my administrative colleauges. 
That's been painful, and that became evident 
in my exchange with faculty. So there's some 
healing there for me personally. If the pain is 
still there, as I take office, I guess, I'll have to 
become sensitive to that, and sensitive to the 
people who are still hurting, and then I’m go- 
ing to do something. We'll have to see who's 
there, where they're at, and we may through 
this process have moved through a lot of things. 


DVS: What about the increasing diversity of the 


Redeemer community? You know the issues 
that have gone on this year, and some of the 
things that have come up as people from a 
non-reformed background come to our cam- 
pus in increasing numbers. How are you going 
to address that? | don't want to phrase it as if 
diversity is a problem. 


JCooper: | think it’s an opportunity. I see it in 


the first instance as an opportunity, and I think 
that diversity is healthy for an institution like 
this. It’s obviously not the diversity you find 
on a secular campus, but | think it’s very im- 
portant for people from different Christian 
backgrounds to come to grips with one an- 
other. It's a stretching process and it's part of 
the education process, so that is good in prin- 
ciple. sorb <n to use the horrendously broad 


sound a little glib, but I think that 

Christians bring something that reformed 
Christians need to hear. They have a real re- 
spect for the authority of Scripture, they re- 
ally have a living faith and a personal piety, 
perhaps an opennes to the leading of the Spirit, 
and I say, Semper Reformanda—tet's keep our 
ears open. These people may have some things 
that will enrich us. | think that the creation- 
wide scope of the kingdom of God and every- 
thing that comes with that from a reformed 
Christian background can be stretching and 
enriching for evangelical students. Now | 
know, too, that there will be questions of dif- 
ferences in taste, differences in lifestyle, and 
80 we'll have to talk, we'll have to work that 
out in love. 

Finally, we have to keep in mind the identity 
of the place, and that is why | would like to 
see us transform our reformed Christian prin- 
ciples into language that has more currency for 
Canadians in general, so that we don’t just 
make an ethnic treasure here, but we put the 
treasure on a lampstand where the light can 
shine and shine in a way that other people can 
access. That's a calling, a task, a challenge we 
have that I would really like to pick up. Nev- 
ertheless, diversity is not dilution; we're do- 
ing it in context, this is a reformed Christian 
institution, and that's not going to change. We 
may enrich and redefine slightly what that 
means, but basically we're not going to dilute 
the reformed character in order to accomodate. 
This is a Christian college, and as a part of 
love and honesty, you say to people as they 
come, "This is a reformed liberal arts Christian 
college, and this is what we do here. It can be 
challenging at times, but we believe that it will 
strengthen your faith, and it will give you tools 
to interact with the increasingly secular post- 
Christian culture that we live in, so come on in 
and join the excitement." But if you say "I'm 
here and you'd better conform to my agenda," 
we may have some conflict, and we need to 
talk about that. 
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DVS: What about the attendant lifestyle ques- 
tions that come with increasing diversity? 
There's the current proposal of lifestyle guide- 
lines being put forth. 

JCooper: That will be a specific instance where 
we may have some conflict as we come to- 
gether and ask what is central about the gos- 
pel’s claim on our lives. I think that it’s a 
good thing that we're doing it, and as we do it, 
I think it will draw us together eventually. In 
getting there, I know that we'll have different 
conceptions of the extent of Christian free- 
dom, I want to remind all of us as reformed 
Christians that before we talk about freedom 
in Christ, we talk about the fact that we're 
slaves to Christ. Because it’s only in the con- 
text of being a slave to Christ, and He our 
master, that we talk about our freedom. Oth- 
erwise, we're taking just a little bit of con- 
temporary individualism, and incorporating 
it with some Christian language. So I would 
be a little careful about jumping right away to 
the Christian freedom area. | know that within 
evangelical Christianity there is an attempt to 
prescribe behaviour somewhat more than 
we're used to in the reformed areas. | recog- 
nize that, and we'll have to work that out. 
But again, | think there are areas where we 
can learn, certainly. 

The last thing I'll say is that some of the 
differences that are going to come up would 
come if we had a nice little tight-knit discus- 
sion here between Orthodox Reformed, Ca- 
nadian Reformed, Presbyterian Reformed, 
Christian Reformed, and Reformed Church 
of America, and whatever other Reformed. If 
you just locked us in a room, I think the same 
issues would come up as if you had Pente- 
costal and Associated Gospel, Baptist, 
Wesleyan, and so on. So in a sense, we 
shouldn't blame the problems on the fact that 
we have the twenty-six denominations. 

DVS: Could | just ask you to wrap up by stat- 
ing a theme of your presidency, something 
that we can look for and maybe even hold 
you to as president? How will your presi- 
dency be defined? 

JCooper: \ think one theme is going to be spir- 
itual vitality, or being a truly Christian aca- 
demic community, where the love of Jesus 
Christ is evident in how we live together, how 
We treat one another. So I don’t want to just 


we are together. You don’ tjust arrive at right 
answers, but it’s how you've treated one an- 
other in the process as well. 

I think another theme will be exploring how 
we can be reformed and Christian and com- 
municate that to a new generation. Perhaps 
we have to come up with new language. 
Maybe sphere sovereignty isn’t going to do, 
or maybe not even differentiated responsibil- 
ity. We may have to translate the vision for 
students in the nineties, without being on the 
relevance bandwagon. Our Neo-Calvinist tra- 
dition is a received tradition that has come 
from the Netherlands; it’s the treasure of an 
immigrant community, and we have to trans- 
late it into a North American idiom. If we go 
back to our roots, spiritually and 
confessionally, we can come up with a fresh 
way to communicate the vision of who we 
are, and what it means to serve Christ, and 
what the claims of the gospel are for our world. 

Another theme will be to reach out to the 
broader reformed and evangelical community. 
I really believe that Redeemer College as a 
reformed Christian college should be serving 
the Orthodox Reformed and the independent 
Reformed churches, as well as the big Chris- 
tian Reformed constituency, There’s a lot of 
work that needs to be done to maintain those 
ties, but we have to get more definite ties to 
the broader evangelical community and say, 
"We're here for you too, how can we serve 
you?", and really go out and actively make 
those links, and not just say it’s great if your 
students come here. We have to go further, 
because I think there are plenty of evangelical 
Christians who are really seeing the kingdom 
vision and seeing the comprehensive claim of 
Jesus Christ. 

The last theme would be to open our eyes 
up to service opportunites, even on an inter- 
national and global basis. Seventy-five per- 
cent of Christians live in the non-Western 
world. We shouldn't only be working for the 
renewal of Canadian society--we have to be- 
gin to see that Christian scholarship has to 


equip Christians to communicate with Chris- 
tians around the world. I hope that we have 
international conferences because of the 
Dooyeweerd Centre, where people come in, 
scholars from around the world, to say, “what 
does the reformed Christian tradition have to 
say to scholarship?" And they would take 
that back to Korea and Mexico and do I know 
where, and perhaps translating Dooyeweerd’s 
philosophy as a catalyst to get this kind of 
thinking and debate going in Mexico, in the 
Spanish language, or in Korea or Japan or what- 
ever. So | hope that we'll have a big vision for 
Redeemer Collegeand the contribution to 
Christian higher education that we can make 
as institution. 


Faith and 
Science 


FacultyColloquium: 
Jitse van der Meer 


by Raymond J. Kuyvenhoven 
On 15 February, Dr. Jitse van der Meer 
gave a presentation in a combination 
faculty colloquium and Pascal Centre 
seminar, Dr. van der Meer is the director 
of the Pascal Centre and Professor of 
Biology at Redeemer College. In his 
lecture Dr. van der Meer outlined some of 
the conclusions he has reached and some 
further questions that remain unanswered 
for him. 

Dr. van der Meer began his presenta- 
tion by explaining some of the background 
on the tradition within which he is 
working. This tradition finds its roots in 
the work of Abraham Kuyper, Dirk 
Vollenhoven and Herman Dooyeweerd. 
van der Meer pointed out that while this 
work has led to the exclusion of particular 
theories based on the considerations 
regarding faith, little has been done ina 
positive manner. There has not been a lot 
of work done in developing different kinds 
‘of theories. 

He also said that Christians have 
simplified the relation between faith and 
science out of concern that scientific 
understanding will force changes in 
religious belief. This reduction of the 
interaction between the two domains 
presumably eliminates any logical 
connection between them and reflects a 
one-dimensional view of reality. How- 
ever, the historical record demonstrates 
that there is a logical connection. 

To account for this, Dr. van der Meer 
argues that one-dimensional conceptions 
of knowing are insufficient. He claims 
that these should be replaced with a multi- 
dimensional theory of knowing. Such a 
concept would make room for emotional, 
imaginative, religious and other aspects of 
reality. Within this framework the 
interaction between religion and science 
would take place in three ways. 

a) Trust in God (faith) and beliefs 
about God (theology) 

b) Trust in God and beliefs about 
nature (science) 

c) Beliefs about God and beliefs 
about nature 

According to Dr. van der Meer, these 
distinctions result in relations of meaning 
between religion and science. This in turn 
leads to the possibility of logical relations 
between theology and science. Thus, 
religious concepts with natural meaning 
can entail conclusions about nature and 
nature concepts used with religious 
meaning can entail conclusions about God. 
Dr. van der Meer concluded his lecture 
with some questions that need further 
examination to further develop these ideas. 

This colloquium was stimulating and 
gave a good account of the work Dr. van 
der Meer is doing. Although it is apparent 
that there has been much work already 
done on this issue, it is clear that there is 
still more work to be done.® 
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Short Cuts Don’t Pay 


My older brother and I often walked home 
from school together, taking a short cut 
through a field. Using this path would, 
more often than not, take more time to get 
home than taking the roads. Two boys and 
an open field--you figure it out. 

It was grade three when IT happened 

The IT that I am referring to is a large 
german shepherd. 

This was no ordinary dog. This dog had 
jaws of steel and four inch concrete spikes 
for teeth. He looked like he would be hap- 
pier combating Sigourney Weaver on some 
far off planet or fighting a great white in the 
ocean than being tied up to a post in some- 
one’s back yard 

1 was walking home alone when I heard 
IT in the distance. He had a gruesome, 
horrible bark 

I looked around, then proceeded. Again 
the bark, this time closer. | stopped, looked 
up and down the path, shrugged my shoul 
ders, and continued my walk home 

You can see where this is going so I'll 
jump to the good bit. There in the middle of 
the path, away from any good sized tree and/ 
or other safe haven for an eight-year-old kid, 
was this dog 

I looked around in panic. I knew the 
dog could outrun me so there was no use 
trying that, I couldn't scream for help be 
cause | was in the middle of nowhere. My 
mind raced, finally coming up with a plan; | 
decided to turn my back to the dog 

The idea was that if | couldn't see the 
dog, the dog wouldn't see me. The plan was 
working, so I thought, because the barking 
stopped soon after my back was turned 

Then the rest of my plan was imple 
mented. Keeping my back to the dog, I 
started to walk--very slowly--backwards 
towards the dog. The idea was to get be 
yond the dog this way and then run home 

I can picture the scene today with breath: 
taking clarity. I can imagine the dog giving 
me this quizzical look when I turned my 
back to him as if he never encountered this 
kind of response before 

At the time I didn't know what hit me. | 
was walking backwards thinking that I was 
actually going to get home alive when | 
heard this snap, My eyes, which until now 
had been closed, shot open. I jumped 
Straight up and for some strange, inexplica 
ble reason, my hands went to cover my butt 

Then I ran all the way home 

I didn’t see that the dog was chained to a 
post 

People like to take short cuts. Short cuts 
are good most of the time but they do not 
The quick fixes that 
People cut 


work in all situations 
society uses today are short cuts 
through problems without ever realizing 
what the problem is and how to fix it. When 
problems arise in our society, we look 
around frantically, trying to resolve the 
crisis, We are forgetting that if we just walk 
back down the short cut and use the proper 
path, looking to God for an answer, the 
problem will get resolved. It might take a 
little longer but it is a better solution 

Teaching sex-ed in kindergarten to stop 
the transmission of sexual diseases, Planned 
Parenthood for teenage pregnancy, more 
than mere toleration of homosexuals because 
they are a vocal minority--these things will 
not work, just as the quick fixes made with 
out God in the 60’s and 70's don’t work for 
today's generation 

I have studied the statistics on crime, on 
teenage pregnancies, and on sexual harass 
ment, and I have studied how the laws are 
changing to handle these and other situa 
When all is said and done, the prob 
lems we face today are a direct cause of the 


tions 


short cuts we took yesterday 

We cannot slap on any quick fixes to 
remedy our sinful nature. The only answer 
to the problems we face in this or any other 
generation is a firm grasp of who God is and 
what He stands for. We have to live for 
Him and Him alone 

There are no short cuts to God.® 
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by Elaine Adema 


What's the most interesting thing 
you can do with a banana? 


Mix it with peanut butter, raw oatmeal, brown 
sugar, and honey and mash it all together and 
eat it.--Mike Brinkman 

Eat with ice cream. --Emberlee Farenhorst 
Try hammer and nail. --Sonya Vanderwerf 
Peel it, mash it, smear it on the linoleum and 
roll in it. Nathan Cooper 

Shoot an apple with it.--Brad Cuzen 

Stick finger in it and split it in three equal 
parts.--Al Groombridge 

Make earrings.--Mar Harsevoort 

Stuff it in someone else's mouth.--Jim Hosmar 
Put it in Gary's bed.--Rich VanHuizen 

Have banana eating sessions with my dorm. -- 


Put it in the tailpipe of a bus.--Joel Dykstra 
Feed it to Eileen Pallon.--Howie Aukema 

See how far you can stick it up your nose.-- 
Rich Zekveld 

Use it to plug up the septic tank in 3rd parking 
lot.--Alison Gresik 

Slice and dice in ceiling fan.--Shawn Stovell 
Put a cape on it and call it “Superbanana. ”-- 


Kelly Watson Kin Yoorman 
The Computer Guy Addresses Common E-Mail Mythtakes 
by Chris Knowles 


Myth #1 - Our computer sends out bundles of mail every hour. 

Actually, it is every half hour. 

Myth #2 - E-mail is very difficult to learn. 

Wrong again, anyone can use E-mail. (It's the commands which are difficult to learn) 

Myth #3 - E-mail users get priority use of the Computer Lab 

Wrong! Wrong! Wrong! Wrong! Wrong! ‘Nuff Said! 

Myth #4 - Our computer has unlimited space to hold every E-mail message ever received by every user. 


“Mighty big nose Pinnochio!” Our storage resources are extremely limited right now; however, over the 


summer this will be alleviated somewhat 

Myth #5 - After reading your mail, it gets vacuumed into a mysterious place called “mbox” forever. 
Actually, the system is archiving your mail. It can be accessed by typing “mail -f” instead of “mail” 
Myth #6 - That guy in the closet in the computer room hates it when I interrupt him to help me 

You couldn't be more wronger Buck. In fact he relishes any opportunity to speak with human beings 
Myth #7 - There are no good books on how to use E-mail 

Actually this one is true, but rumour has it that there will be an E-mail/VAX manual available starting 
next semester, (And there was much rejoicing!) 


L.T. AUTOMOTIVE 


changed my name to 
“Elvis” so now I can't re 
ED BUMA 
CLASS "A" MECHANIC 


ceive any E-mail because 
my address has changed 
You forgot to log off prop 
erly! Actually your E-mail 
address is unchanged so 
mail can still get to you 
They just changed your 
“finger name” to “Elvis;” 
type “chfn” at the % sign, 
you will be able to change 
your name back, ® 
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10% off to Redeemer students 
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EUROPEAN IMPORTS 


Mountain Plaza Mall 
Hamilton 383-298 
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Interpreting Sister Mary 
Chris Cuthill’s intriguing and challenging pro- 
duction of Christopher Durang’s Sister Mary 
Ignatius Explains It All For You has generated 
a significant amount of discussion. The play 
apparently intends to ask Christians to exam- 
ine the degree to which our church is guilty of 
legalism. 

My concern with the play is whether or 
hot it presents a positive view of Christianity 
that acknowledges both norms for human ac- 
tion and the command to be loving and com- 
passionate. It is argued by some individuals 
that there are several layers of meaning and at 
the deepest level there is a layer of truth. 

They claim that the play is ultimately calling 
us to live our lives in obedience to God's will. 
I find this interpretation strained. It requires 
one to ignore some more obvious messages in 
the play. 

I believe that this deeper level of truth 
has no solid basis in the text of the play. Al- 
though it is true that Philomena presents a 
God of love and forgiveness, this character's 
voice is not much more than a whisper 
amorigst the other characters, particularly Sis- 
ter Mary and Diane. It is a message that 
could easily be overlooked and it is not obvi- 
ous that it is the voice of the playwright. 

Even if we accept this as the reading 
Durang intends, there is a problem with the 
way in which he deals with the tension be- 
tween compassion and norms for human life. 
Durang pits these two things against each 
other in such a way that compassion and 
norms are seen as mutually exclusive. When 
Durang knocks over the straw-man he has cre- 
ated in Sister Mary he also dismisses (whether 
he intends to or not) any notion that such 
things as abortion, homosexual activity and 
sex outside of marriage go against God's cre- 
ated order. 

The side of compassion does not demon- 
strate any desire to seek out the norms God 


has given us. With respect to abortion Diane 


does not consider ita sin and seer it an “a 
medical procedure.” Although Philomena re- 
fers to Jesus’ forgiveness of the adulteress, no 
mention is made of his telling her to sin no 
more. In watching the play I got no impres- 
sion that it is possible for compassion and 
norms to co-exist. When I watched the play I 
realized that both Sister Mary and Diane 
present views that are erroneous. However, 
that opinion comes from my own personal be- 
lief that both views are wrong, not because 
Durang was pointing me in that direction. 
What does it say about the play if it essentially 
requires that an audience member be aware 
that it is possible to remove the tension be- 
tween compassion and norms? Where lies the 
strength of the play if it requires that the 
viewer be able to resolve the tension on her 
own? This is something many people have 
difficulty with particularly if they put all their 
focus on one of the two. And are not these 
the people the play should be speaking to? 

I do not want to say that people may not 
legitimately be moved by or find something 
valuable in this play. However, I feel it must 
be recognized that there are some real weak- 
nesses in the text. These weaknesses can 
work against the legitimate exploration of how 
we must resolve the tension between compas- 
sion and a life of obedience. | was also un- 
able to get any sense that the different sides of 
the issue were in a serious struggle to do 
God's will. Asa result, I think we must le- 
gitimately question the appropriateness of 
Christians producing such a play for a general 
audience (whether Christian or secular). 

As an exploration of approaches to ad- 
dressing these issues and norms and bounda- 
ries for theatrical productions in an academic 
environment there may be a place for this kind 
of production from time to time. However, 
the director and theatre department must seri- 
ously reflect on the message, appropriateness, 
and effectiveness of such a production and de- 
termine where the play succeeds and where it 
fails. Perhaps a more appropriate place for an 
exploration of this play would be in an upper 
level Theatre or English course. Neverthe- 
less, we as cast, crew and audience must also. 
be careful not to read into the text something 
that may not be there. ® 


NOT TO BE CONFUSED _ 
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